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Abstract : For studies about the urban infrastructure and the material metabolism that the number of
studies increases in recent years, the change of argument points and the topics reported in
“Environmental Systems Studies” and future directivity are discussed.

By 1990, many studies had been already reported about waste disposal institution and risk analysis
of the toxic substance represented by PCB. The focus of studies is the qualitative waste control rather
than the quantitative waste control. In the 1990s, the study about an infrastructure increases under
the tendency of the deployment to the environmental planning and space planning such as policy-making.
The study about urban material metabolism also begins, and the studies that try to quantify the
environmental impacts of urban infrastructures are announced. Especially, from 1995 the number of
studies about life cycle assessment increased. and their topics have covered widely from preparing

the calculation unit for LCA to preparing the logic for development into an urban policy.
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