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REVIEWING ISSUES RELATING TO ESTABLISHMENT OF AN IDEAL URBAN
ENVIRONMENT BY LINKING ABOVEGROUND AND UNDERGROUND
SPACES
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We have been studying and reviewing issues relating to underground shopping malls and underground
passageways. A problem pointed out in the studies is that "laws and ordinances relating to underground
space are varied, and the priority and coordination of different regulations are not clearly determined."
Therefore, we have been studying what is defined and stipulated by legal regulations regarding
underground space.

We have also kept our focus on the structural criteria to analyze in detail the applicable legal system. By
using the knowledge obtained, we have reviewed the effectiveness of underground space use and studied
the various combinations of locations of planned facilities (public or private land) and developer entities
(public or private), based on which the relevant legal system has been analyzed and issues identified.

By making use of these results, models in three locations have been set up: Hiroshima (formation of a
network in Hiroshima City urban area), Nagoya (effect of construction of a network between Nagoya
Sasashima area and the existing underground space of Nagoya Station) and Shinjuku (study of the
Shinjuku Subnade extension plan), and research is being conducted for case studies. This paper describes
the current state of the studies.
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