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OUTLINE OF EVACUATION ROUTES IN THE YAMATE TUNNEL ON THE
METROPOLITAN EXPRESSWAY CENTRAL CIRCULAR ROUTE
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The Yamate Tunnel, which constitutes part of the western portion of the Metropolitan Expressway Central
Circular Route, aims to ensure smooth traffic in greater Tokyo by encouraging vehicles to bypass central Tokyo,
as it currently concentrates in the city center. Heavy traffic, totaling 60,000-80,000 vehicles a day, is expected in
the tunnel if it is completed.

The Yamate Tunnel is about 5.5 km long, if the portion of the tunnel that has so far been completed alone is
counted. It will be about 11 km long if it is connected to Route 3 at the Ohashi Junction and Route 4 at the Nishi-
Shinjuku Junction. Furthermore, if the Shinagawa line of the Central Circular Route from Route 3 at the
Ohashi Junction to the Bay Shore Route at the Oi Junction is included, the Yamate Tunnel will have a length of
18 km, making it an extremely long urban tunnel for which one will find no parallel elsewhere.

This paper reports the outline of the plan for evacuation routes (including evacuation signs), which
are one of the most critical safety measures in the event of a tunnel fire
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