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DEMONSTRATION TEST OF CAVERN TYPE DISPOSAL FACILITIY
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In Japan, some studies concerning cavern type disposal facility have been carried out for disposal
of low level radioactive waste mainly generated by power plant decommissioning. The disposal
facility is composed of an engineered barrier system with concrete pit and bentonite buffer, and
planed to be constructed in sub-surface 50 — 100 meters depth. Though the previous studies have
been mainly examined by laboratory tests and mock-up test, we newly start demonstration test in a
full-size cavern. The main objectives of the test are to study the construction methodology and to
confirm the quality of the engineered barrier system. The outline of demonstration test is introduced
and present state of the construction is described.
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