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Many urbanized cities in Japan are located in alluvial plains, and the vulnerability of those cities to
flood disaster is highlighted by flood attacks due to heavy rain fall or typhoons. Underground
spaces like shopping arcades, parking lots and basements are also flood-prone areas, and some
urban floods have caused inundation into underground space and inflicted severe damages on
urban functions and infrastructures. When water intrution to underground space occurs under
flood condition, early evacuation is one of the most important measures to reduce the damage. The
evacuation from underground space in urban flood has been investigated by using a real size model
of staircase, and the evacuation from basement is also tested by using a real size model of door.
From the experimental results, it is found that the water depth of 0.3m on the ground level is the
limit of safety evacuation through staircases, and that the water depth of 0.4m in front of the door
is the limit to open it for safety evacuation. These real size models of staircase and door are also
used for evacuation experiments for the general public and news gathering activities by news
media. This paper presents an overview of evacuation experiments for the general public and news
gathering activities, and discusses the influence of the experiments and other activities on the
increase of awareness about disaster prevention.
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