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The action of Tokyo Metropolitan government
for planning Tokyo Gaikan Expressway
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Kentaro KATSURA - Masaaki SAWAI

In April 2007, Tokyo Metropolitan government decided that Gaikan Expressway
connecting Unane Setagaya and O-izumi Nerima will be an underground
expressway as opposed to the original plan with elevated structures. As a result of
the changes to the original plan, the Gaikan project has acquired some new
features. First of all, the Gaikan project will be a first road project to which “Law on
Special Measures related to Public Use of Deep Underground" is applied.

As the Gaikan Expressway will be a deep underground structure, the project is now
being pursued in the framework of 3D urban planning. Another new feature of the
Gaikan project is the use of the concept of public involvement (PI). Based upon the
PI concept, Tokyo Metropolitan government has gathered opinions on the project
from people concerned fairly extensively. Also, impact of the project to the local
communities has been explained frequently to the locals using miniature models of
structures, computer graphics (CG), bulletin boards, panels, brochures and so on.

In this article, the Gaikan project is reviewed focusing on the topics mentioned
above. A recent history of the project is also reviewed to clarify how the project
evolves shortly
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FEnvironmental Assessment, Public Involvement
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