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Sapporo’s Urban Management and Roles of the Underground Passageway
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The city of Sapporo has started three strategic projects to revitalize and restructure the center of
the city, aiming to become a compact city by effectively utilizing the existing infrastructure.

The first project, the Sapporo Ekimae-dori underground pedestrian space project, is a development
of an additional underground passageway to connect the existing underground passageways and
facilities in the downtown area. By creating an expanded network, it will link the city’s two major
commercial districts. As a result, it will promote the development of the private sectors and the
commercial activities. The second project is an implementation of the use of surplus energy from
existing air conditioning system and cold-thermal energy by utilizing one of the region’s resources:
snow. This energy system will be developed together with the project mentioned above. The third
project, the Sousei River Underpasses Continuation Project, is a connection of the two existing
underpasses to alleviate the traffic congestion in the city center and to create a water spaces as
pleasant recreation area by utilizing the upper space of these tunnels. This will revitalize the city
center by integrating eastern and western urban districts, which is currently divided by heavy
traffic along the Sousei River.

This paper shows a case of “urban management in which citizen’s life and the environment is
considered” in Sapporo and the role of the underground passageways in connection with this issue.
Also the future prospect of the urban management is indicated for all other cities located in the
northern sphere.

Key Words : the Sapporo Ekimae-dori underground pedestrian space project, effective energy use,
the Sosei River Underpasses Continuation Project
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