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The practice of the universal design for use a subway comfortably
(With example of Minatomirai line)

M4E &/F
Yoshiharu KIRYU
These days, the safety and comfortable ride are expected more and more in mass transit railways for the
coming aging society in Japan. And with the view of the disabled’s normalization, improvements of
accessibility in transport facilities have been encouraged by the enforcement of ‘Transport Barrier-free Act in
2000’. On the other hand, the concept of ‘Universal Design for the active and livable society’ is appearing in
the products and urban planning for adopting the diversity of nationalities, disabilities, generations, genders,
values, appearances, and so forth.
Taking into consideration of these facts, we JRTT has studied this “Universal Design’ concept since 2000 and
designed and built the ‘safe, accessible, discernible, and comfortable’ stations with the concept.
This report involves the examples from the underground station in Minatomirai line which inaugurated in
February 2004. The stations in the line were built with the Universal Design and we summarized some
important topics about the design from the planning stage to the remained issues.
Key words: universal design, the underground station
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