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The outline of the final report of the Provisional Investigation Committee for Deep Subterranean Utilization

V-3 {%’: . {5% %LH < & El@nn
Shin HONTO -+ Hisanobu SATO * Yoshitaka KUWABARA

In May 1998, the final report was submitted by the Provisional Investigation Committee
for Deep Subterranean Utilization, an advisory body to the Prime Minister, following
deliberate discussion since November 1995.

The governmental panel's report on deep underground space consists mainly of three
sections. In the first section, the definition of "deep subterranean space" is proposed. Issues
related to technology, sefety, and environment are examined in the next section. The last
section examines legal issues concerning the system of deep subterranean utilization which

can secure proper and planned use of "the remaining valuable space" in metropolitan areas.
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