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SOME UNDERGROUND WORLDS IN FOLKTALES, ANCIENT ESSAYS AND CHILDREN'S SONGS

EREZH*
Keinosuke GOTOH

In this article the author describes some underground worlds that were tried to
find in folktales. ancient essays and children's songs in Japan.The folktales referred
to wers 1506 ones in which 11 stories were related to underground worids.  Some of them
were “A mysterious cave”, “Oniemon in a rock cave” and “A hot spring from a tunnel”.
The ancient essays referred to were written by Mr.Seizan Matsuura who was the lord of
the Hirado clan. One of essays related to an underground world was a story in which
an earthquake was not feit in caves of the Sado gold mine. In children's songs no one
was found about an underground world.
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