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Historical study on the public works procurement system
set under the Public Accounting Act

By Seiya KINOSHITA, Naoyoshi SATO, Naoya MATSUMOTO, Yoshinori ASHIDA

The government procurement system for public works has been created by a series of things brought together since the
Edo era. Especially the framework for the current procurement system has been constructed by the Public Accounting
Act enacted in the 22nd year of the Meiji era (1889), Meiji Public Accounting Act, for short.

This study first describes background on the enactment of Meiji Public Accounting Act which stipulated the use of the
general competitive bidding procedure, and then retraces the course of introduction of the designated competitive bidding
procedure. Based on these discussions, questionable points are revealed conceming Japan’s public accountancy law
system continuing since the Meiji era, pointing out the negative effects of the government’s ceiling price and not having

negotiation mechanisms.

Key Words: public works procurement system, competitive bidding procedure, Public Accounting Act
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