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A STUDY METHODOLOGY ON CIVIL ENGINEERING HISTORY
By Shin-ichiro SEKIGUCHI

The education and research on civil engineering history play an important role in comprehending a real meaning of civil
engineering and a character of civil engineer. Many civil engineers may have few experiences to study the civil engineering
history. Practical difficulties are encountered for them to implementing the education and study on civil engineering history,
which involve selection of theme, treatment of materials, verification of hypothesis, conclusion and so forth.

In 2003, the periodical seminars started at Otaru Port and Harbour Office of Hokkaido Regional Development Bureau
where excellent engineering works and his spirit of Dr. Isami Hiroi have been investigated, using reports, papers and books
written by him. Dr. Isami Hiroi was the first man who designed and supervised the construction of the modern breakwater
at Otaru Harbour in Japan. He has significantly contributed to disseminate research and development of modern harbour
technology in Japan.

This paper describes the essential factors and the study methodology of civil engineering history resﬁlting from experiences
and discussions provided by the seminars. As a result, it is expected that the main thrust of teaching programs on civil

engineering technology and morals is prerequisite for the study on civil engineering history.
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