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Characterization of Investment in Construction in Japan through Consumption of Cement as the
Index for the Amount of Structures Constructed

By Masahiro OUCHI

The affairs on investment for construction in Japan were characterized in terms of the amount of structures that have been
constructed. Consumption of cement was proposed as an index for the amount of structures constructed. The current amount of
consumption of cement, its change and the accumulation in each country were obtained and those in Japan were compared. It was
found that the current amount of investment for construction in Japan and its accumulation are much larger than in European and
American developed countries. That is mainly due to the economic growth in Japan was later than in European and American
developed countries. However, the peak value of the consumption kept over 30 years in Japan and that was a typical phenomenon
only in Japan. On the other hand, it was found that the current amount of investment in Japan was not so large compared with
Asian developing countries and that the accumulation in those countries was so small compared with that in Japan. The share of
the amount of the investment these 30 years was quite large in Japan compared with European and American developed countries
and it was concluded that the increase of the demand for the maintenance and repair of structures would be increased dramatically

in the near firture.
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