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The environmental value of two elementary schools in the central part of
Nagano city evaluated by using CVM

by  Daiske Fujimori, Ken Koyama and Keiichiro Kitamura

Like big cities, the central part of a small city like Nagano has been losing its residents. This loss has caused many problems such
as the economic inactivity of the entire city. As a possible solution, a scrap-and -build plan for the six elementary schools in the
central part of Nagano is being considered by the municipal government. In this plan, it is recommended that at least four of the six
schools be closed and that two new schools be build in another area in the near future. The plan aims to reuse the land formally
occupied by the scrapped schools, too.

This plan is considered to be necessary to reactivate the city’s commerce and educational system. However, the loss of the schools
will greatly affect both the parents and local residents. Therefore, in this paper, in order to evaluate the environmental value of the
two schools that will be scrapped, the contingent valuation method (CVM) is applied using software (LIMDEP ver. 7).

From this research, it is concluded that the two schools to be scrapped have the environmental worth to the residents. Therefore, the
involvement management for the residents is needed to make a decision of reconstructing the infrastructures.
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