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A Study on Handicapped Usability of Public Facilities

One of forty-two Japanese are handicapped, and it is even keeping increasing.
Unfortunately, there is still long distance to make public infrastructure systems freely

usable for those handicapped.

Purpose of this paper is to propose more usable public facilities for handicapped

people. One basic point in Usable public facilities for handicap is decided by to how
much handicap can utilize those facilities independently to support themselves. Author
checks related reference, conducts hearings, experiences actual facilities in wheel chair
and studies infrastructure development guideline formulated by several local
government, to grasp defects in public facilities. As result, following features are

clarified.

® Present public facilities except very new one are not usable or hard to use for

handicapped.

® Handicaps sometimes can not get favorite aide in facilities where supporters for

handicaps is necessary because supporters themselves are not familiar with

facilities enough.

® Facilities for handicapped are established much better in Kansai Area than in

Tokyo Area.

Based on the above result, some physical specifications on facility shape and

concrete dimension are put forward.
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