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Evaluation of Infrastructure in Order to Make Sure of Public Worth

In recent years, there are many criticisms for public works in Japan, which are brought

about for the reason that the people’s needs are not reflected satisfactorily in the existing

public works. The sense of worth has been changing considerably and thus the

conventional project evaluation method is now far from appropriate. The present project

evaluation method is considered to have the following problems : (i) the stock-effects of

public works are taken into account much less than the project flow-effects ; (ii) the

academic fields related to the project evaluation are not linked enough to each other ; (iii)

the non-structural approach for example, public consensus and the management in

operation, is not studied carefully prior to the project implementation.

It is essential for the interested parties to fully recognize the true public needs, the

principle for evaluating the public works. For this reason, this paper suggests the

methodology of project evaluation to assure the worth of public works and services,

including the following three factors; fairness, simplicity, and flexibility for the public

people.

From now on, the economy will trend to be more liberalized , and the sense of worth

will be further diversified even in an individual person. Therefore, this paper deals with a

framework to discuss what the public worth is, the principle of which we should recognize

together with “non civil engineers”.
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