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In Okinawa, a red soil runoff has been recognized as a social problem from the middle of the sixties. The
cause of the red soil runoff was the field development for a pineapple and a sugarcane cultivation.
Moreover, the development to reduce the economical gap between Okinawa and Japanese Main Island
made the problem large. In this paper, we showed the field research about the red soil runoff that was
carried out in Okinawa. A difficulty of the red soil runoff problem in Okinawa is that the main point of
the problem is not the loss of the fertile soil but the pollution of the ocean. Field researches had been
carried out to grasp the mechanism of the red soil runoff from the sixties to the nineties. And, in this
decade, researches in the ocean had progressed because of the development of the technology. In the
future, it is expected that the red soil runoff protection measure that has the technical and social
effectiveness will progress being based on previous researches.
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