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Drifting Garbage Pollution in Okinawa and Harmful Substances
~Qil Ball and Electric Bulb ~

Hareyuki YAMAGUCHI

Dept. of Civl and Environmental Engineering, National Defense Academy

Domestic and foreign garbage, which is drifted with sea currents and accumulated across the Japan’s seashores, has
been not only a critical environmental problem but an alerting social issue. Seaborne garbage is waste, mainly
originated from domestic home goods as well as fishing gears. Majority of them are, in general, made of petrol-
chemicals, which are harmful to environment. The harmful substances could be produced -through erosion,
decomposition and dissolution of the drifting garbage, and they should be concerned as potential substances that
contaminate the Japan’s seashores.

The field investigation has been conducted for clarifying and recognizing the current circumstance of seashores in
Yaeyama distinct of Okinawa prefecture since the vast volume of garbage drifted to this area has been found in the
recent year.

The seashore contamination by the drifting garbage is evaluated and discussed based on analytical data including
elemental composition and dissolution behavior of the heavy metals contained in the drifting garbage.
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