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Water Environment in Ryukyu Historical Places

Hareyuki YAMAGUCHI

Dept. of Civil and Environmental Engineering, National Defense Academy

Okinawa prefecture is composed of about 160 small islands and the capital island is the Okinawa island.
Okinawa was formerly called the Ryukyu kingdom and Shuri-castle was burit in the capital island. The
many ancient wells and springs, which were constructed in the age of Ryukyu kingdom, have still been
preserved as the important cultural assepts. They are traditional representation of the Okinawa well made
from stone. The Okinawa well is surrounded by Ryukyu lime stone walls with beautiful curves. These
walls were made by unique “ AIKATA-ZUMI “ technique.

In this report, in particular, based on the data of chemical analysis about water qualities of ground water
and spring water which were mainly sampled from the ancient Okinawa wells, the author discusses on the
real condition of natural water in the capital Okinawa island and will notice to the water environment in

Ryukyu historical places.



