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Fundamental consideration on public participation in forest development
using the forest ecotax in Kochi Prefecture
HE HERST - EE
Yuta INOUE®*, Tsunemi WATANABE*

ABSTRACT ; Prices of wood have fallen since the import price of foreign wood fell in Japan. It caused a
decline of management will of forestry managers. Consequently, forest desolation progresses. People are
anxious about the decline of the function of forests and outbreak of natural disasters, etc. In Kochi, in order to
preserve the forest by all people of the prefecture, the forest ecotax was introduced from fiscal 2008.

After introduction of the tax, consciousness of residents of the prefecture towards forest management has
been enhanced, but it is not sufficient yet.

In this research, the authors did literature surveys and interviews, identified and analyzed problems, and
proposed their solutions. The first proposal is collaboration and cooperation from the silviculture workers and
Kochi prefecture with volunteers to increase the opportunities and amount of volunteer activities. The second
proposal is active disclosure of information on volunteers’ activities. These measures are expected to bring
effects of better understanding of the forest ecotax and raising concerns with forest by residents of the
prefecture. Through these effects, the authors hope that development and management of forests through
active participation by residents of a prefecture will be promoted.

KEYWORDS ; Fall of forest functions, forest ecotax, Collaboration, Development and management of forests
through active participation by residents of the prefecture
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