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ACTUAL SITUATION OF DRIFTED GARBAGE ON REMOTE ISLANDS ALONG THE
KUROSHIO AND TSUSHIMA OCEAN CURRENTS

Bov oA wh o RUR—=* B
Thunyawit PONGPO, Hareyuki YAMAGUCHI

ABSTRACT: The investigations of coastal environment were performed from February 1997 to
December 2000 at 620 places of Japan island seashores. The number of garbage drifted in
seashores was counted and it was also divided according to its type and nationality. It is confirmed
that large number of garbage have drifted from Japan and neighborhood countries such as China,
Taiwan, Korea and Russia. In this study, the actual condition of coastal pollution by the drifted
garbage is mainly described by the investigation in 2000. The ocean currents seem to be controlled
the drifting direction of garbage. In Japan Sea, the high possibility that the most of garbage is
drifted along Kuroshio and Tsushima Ocean current is pointed out. The investigation result of the
remote islands in Japan Sea, Okinawa islands and Thailand seashores are arranged and
compared.

KEYWORDS: Coastal Pollution, Drifted Garbage, Ocean Current, Okinawa Islands,
Remote Islands
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