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Potential Impact of Global Warming on Human Health in Japan

JFRBER* - AHEE* - PILERRES - 2 REBEZ*
Hideo HARASAWA*, Yasusi HONDA*, Iwao UCHIYAMA**, Akihiko SASAKI**

ABSTRACT; Climate change is likely to have mostly adverse direct and indirect impacts on human health. Direct

health impacts are increase in mortality due to an increase in the intensity and duration of heat waves. The potential

impact of temperature increase on human mortality in Japan is analyzed based on the temperature - mortality

relationship and an estimated future population in 2050. It is concluded that:

1) assuming 3°C increase in 2050, the population at risk will be doubled compared to the current population. About
9 % of such population at risk is due to warming, and the remaining is due to change in population structure.

2) global warming is likely to have favorable impact on mortality in cold and cool scason as suggested in the [IPCC
Second Assessment report.

3) potential adverse impact in urban area will be significant in 2050 because of concentration of population.

KEYWORD: Global Warming, Health Impact, Heat Stress
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