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POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF GLOBAL WARMING ON JAPANESE
INFRASTRUCTURES AND INDUSTRIES
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ABSTRACT; A comprehensive review was made for the possible impacts of global warming on the infrastructures and
industries in Japan. One of the major impacts will occur on the coastal zones; sea-level rise induced by warming will
exacerbate beach erosion, and increase the threats of the flooding in the low-lying areas. Changes in typhoons increase
the threats considerably. Among the industrial sectors, tourism and manufacturing industries will be affected by the
warming. Demand and supply of energy also face problems. However, such impacts have not been analyzed quantitatively
yet beside those for the coastal systems. Since today's society are protected by multiple infrastructures, direct effects of
global warming are hard to detect. If infrastructures are adversely affected, impacts spread over a wide area of the
people's life.
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