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CURRENT SITUATION AND ISSUES ON INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
COOPERATION OF JAPANESE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

=
Ryo FUJIKURA

ABSTRACT; Local Governments have been playing an important role in pollution control since 1960s.
Their experiences and technologies are being required for international cooperation in this field, since
Japan has prioritized the environment ODA from other cooperation. Around 80 persons are being
dispatched every year for Japan’s environmental technical cooperation, and twenty percent of them are the
staff of local governments. International cooperation between local governments become recently active.
Many of the cooperation are with Chinese local governments. However, staff of some conservative
governments are facing difficulty of convincing the heads of the body to launch cooperation under their own
initiative, partly because the Local Government Law does not stipulate international cooperation as an
affair of the local Governments. Encouragement of the central government and establishment of fora to
exchange information is needed to facilitate the cooperation.
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