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Yakushima of World Natural Heritage
- Access to Natural Environmental Investigation -
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Hareyuki YAMAGUCHI, Shin'ya NISHIO, Ichiro KUROSIMA, Hiroki KOBAYASHI

ABSTRACT; Yakushima, a small island 130 kilometers south of Kagoshima prefecture, was listed as a
World Natural Heritage Site by UNESCO in December, 1993. Yakushima Island is known for giant cedar
trees thousands of years old that grow there. The objective of this study is to examine the feature of soil

and water environment in which the giant cedar tree could grow up, and to look for the way we can do for

the preservation of nature in the future. Rains with a pH value of 5.6 or less (acid rain) were obtained in

many sites of the island. Yakushima gets more rain per year than almost any other part of Japan. The

impact of acid rain was already evident on the island in the giant cedars known as "skeleton tree" which

stand at elevations of more than 1,000 meters.
unique ecology on the island is the acid rain.

It is pointed out that the biggest threat now facing the
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