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ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND REGIONAL
DEVELOPMENT IN SHIFTING CULTIVATION AREAS IN LAOPDR.
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ABSTRACT;LAO PDR, mainly located within the watershed of the Mekong River, is a
landlocked country with a total area of 236,800 km2. The GDP per capita is only about US$ 220
in 1992 and the total population is 4.36 millions. The forest coverage, which is estimated about
47% in 1981, has decreased more than 20% during these fifty years because of commercial
~ logging, forest fire and shifting cultivation that the three-quarters of the farmers are practicing
even nowadays. This paper mentioned (1) analysis of socio-economic, hydrological and forest
situations, (2) strategic approaches for environmental resources management and improvement of
living conditions.
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