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ABSTRACT; Global environmental problems are attracting greater attention of the public. Environmental
management and its relationship to human development are in a period of dramatic change. In achieving
sustainable development, a major transformation in the way we conduct our activities is inevitable. Such a
transformation would include a critical reexamination of socioeconomic activities on a scale that might be
called revolutionary, encompassing the behavior of industry, commerce and consumers, as well as the proc-
esses of production. Here, reform of our high-consumption lifestyles would be essential. Results of various
opinion polls conducted recently suggest that a strong pro-environmental sentiment among consumers and
business leaders is emerging. It is part of paradigmatic shift occurring in society's orientation towards the
environment. In spite of this, however, there are discrepancies between attitudes and actual behavior. This
study explores such changing attitudes of Japanese citizens about economics and the environment. It also
discusses the efficient means of providing motivations for environmentally favorable behaviors of the public.

KEYWORDS; environmental attitudes of the public, economy and environment, environmental education,
environmental impact, eco-development.
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