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ABSTRACT; Growing desires and needs of humans are causing environmental problems which have ex-
panded both in scope and scale over the past three decades. It is the mutual interactions between human activi-
ties and nature from that the environmental problems arise and therefore, these two constituents must be dealt
with in one integrated system. Another recognition indispensable for coping with the problems which we are
confronted with today is that technology alone can not provide the solution, but fundamental changes in our
social and economic systems are required. Based on such thoughts, Environmental Systems Committee, one of
the standing committees established within Japan Society of Civil Engineers, offers a forum for analysis and
debate of dynamics of social-natural interactions with a view to achieving better harmonization between man
and the environment. Its activities emphasize the responsibilities of man and the role of social systems for im-
proved environmental planning and management. This paper discusses the future orientation of the activities
of this Committee in response to the growing concems over the global environmental issues.

KEYWORDS; global environmental issues, social-natural inteactions, man-environment system, integration
of economics and ecosystem, environmental management
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