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The Study of River Environment Evaluation Method by Local Residents

Kazuya GOTO', Hiroshi TAGO?, Kazuhisa SUTOU', Shinya KIMURA!,
Misato SHIMODA!, Yu NAKAJIMA? and Kunihisa KOZAWA!

'Gunma Prefectural Institute of Public Health and Environmental Sciences
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*Gunma Prefecture Okutone Sewage Treatment Center

We have developed a water environment soundness index which was made by Ministry of the Environment, which
local residents used to evaluate the fluvial environment of four rivers in Gunma, Japan to raise people's awareness of
rivers. Although the index was generally well received by the local residents, we found that the index required
maodifications to improve its usability for local residents. We understood that the result briefing session was very
important for local residents who argue about a river. In addition, we found that the background of the evaluators
affected the results of the evaluation: evaluators living close to the four rivers tended to evaluate the rivers more
extensively than evaluators living further from the rivers.
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