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Runoff of heavy metals from farmland was examined based on field measurements conducted between
June 15 and July 13, 2006. The study field is located in a lowland area where irrigation water was
contaminated with water drained from upstream farmlands (recycling of water in irrigation). The area of
the farmland is 11.2 ha, of which 6.0 ha and 4.5 ha have been used for rice and soybeans, respectively.
The concentrations of heavy metals met the environmental standards, even though the values fluctuated
owing to rainfall and farming activities. An increase in the runoff of heavy metals was observed during
rainfall events and the paddling period, and in particular, the measured heavy metal runoff caused by
rainfall was more than 10 times higher than in periods when there was no rain,
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