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Relationship between Water Quality in Forest-Rivers
and Geographical and Botanical Properties of Watershed

AALEH D, B D, SRE ThY, R
Hideaki NAGARE?, Shigeo FUJII", Isao SOMIYA? and Sawako SERIZAWA®

ABSTRACT; This paper focuses on the relationship between water quality in forest-rivers and properties
of their watershed in geology and/or botany to find out the mechanism which determines water quality in
foest-rivers in mountaineous area. Water quality in 26 forest-rivers was investigted at upper streams of
rivers in the Lake Biwa watershed, and their properties were determined from geological or vegetation map
to explore the relation between them. Those 26 rivers were separated into 6 groups based on their water-
shed properties, while nutrient concentration in such groups were different each other, suggesting certain
geological or botanical property, or a pair of geology and vegetation determines nutrient concentration in

river.
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