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Identification and Characterization of a new broad-spetrum mercury resistance mer operon

encoded in a Gram-positive bacterium, Bacillus megaterium MB1

IR - FAAR* - REBS - EBRBAT
Takeshi YAMAGATA* , Chieh-Chen HUANG**, Masaru NARITA*, Ginro ENDO***

ABSTRACT; The structure of a broad-spetrum mercury resistance module was shown by sequencing the Gram-
positive bacterial transposon TRMERII from Bacillus megaterium MB1 that was isolated from Minamata Bay sediment.
In the upstream region of a previously identified organomercurial lyase merB (merBI) region of the TnMERII, a second
merR (merR2) and a second merB gene (merB2) were found. These three genes constitute a second operon (mer operon

2) following a promotor/operator (Py.rr2) region. The result suggest that the consititutional genes of the broad-
spetrum mercury resistance module of TnMERI! are organized as Pp,e;r 1 — merR1 —merE-like —merT —merP —merA
—PrerR2 —merR2—merB2 —merBl.

To characterize the functional roles of the two merB genes encoded in the broad-spetrum mercury resistance module,
subcloning analysis of the merB genes using Escherichia coli DHS « as the host strain was performed by showing their
specificity for organomercury resistance. It was demonstrated that the merB genes conferred the different patterns of
organomercury resistance on the host bacterial strain. Besides p-chloromercuribenzoic acid, thimerosal, and fluorescein
mercuric acetate, merBl conferred phenylmercury acetate resistance, while the merB2 did not. This is the first report to
distingulish the substrates specificity for merBI and merB2 genes and these data offers some important clues for

enzymatic and environmental biotechnological interests.

Keywords; Broad-spectrum mercury resistant bacteria, Bacillus megaterium MB1, mer operon,

organomercurial lyase genes, minimum inhibitory concentration (MIC)
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PADBANEZ SNZELEOPTHAREE, MO THEIARKRBEADTKEREZL/S UL DICAK
CHUTHEBNREER2 522NN TED., BATAHEREEIHELHBENTWS., — 4. B
RAICPNTIELSEFEEL TWEKELEMESRL, SSITIABIA 2B MEOENVSEABITETLT
FAETDZEICED, ABICHTIATHEEZBE L TWAMEDOEENISNTNBY, ZOBRAREAD
XL EHOHBEEIKBICERINABEPICEETHE, BETOKBLEEYWICELLIALT S L
NS, KBBEROBRECIDAND EEZONE, RLATIOBRAFEREB 2EH L EFERBEKOEYUE
VATFLEBETHILEEENEL. EEEABRERFTORBBERBERENSAF VAT I— a0
BREOBEFICAN, KETEEMEOERECTHERB IO DLW TERFRETT> TV,

—REE9IT, KA A DB - FALIZE BTHE A B = X Lidmer operon & MEEN TW 2 BI5FREOEHEHE
BAREBZEVHSNTIND, mer operon OB IZEBIC L > TEDOBENWNR SN B0, T OEARNLME
Bid, KBAADREET2EEHERETF maR) . KB A 2HERNNGETIHETF (meT.
merP) &, MIRWICHDAALEKBAA D RERMEOENWRBEKBIGRETT 2 BET (merd) REMSR
ZZEMESMITEINTNEDY, £72, KB4V L0 bEMEOBVWERKSEICH LT, HEBEEI—
KU 7merBEETVIMENTNSZEH LELERRINTWSD, ZHE TOmer operoniZBi T 2H 7
DELRT I LBEENSESNTED, VI LBEREICHTIHRITEN TS, FIT. FHFEIL. K
BEED Y S LBUENFAEFL TWBZEMBRBIN TUBKEBYIDERY TIN5 7 5 A%
B Bacillus megaterium MBI Z BB L . BETHNZT 75 FOKE. MBIROKRERET D2 —)H
TAUHDRER b EOERS S BB X N7 Bacillus cereus RC6OTEED LRl —DHDTH D Z LM 0o,
Fie, TOY AR SR OKBHET P2 — VI TaMERI L& S /ClassTH 7 > ARV 2Bz
TI—REINTWVB I EMNFSHMIC -7, LA LARS, ZOKRBAHET S 2 —IOmeaABET & merB
(merBDBEETHIOEBIZEZBITIN TV WED., FHRTIE. PCRICEDF OERZHIEL . HER
I E T O—  JiC L 3BT O TREET S,

2. EBFAE
2.1 merR2 —merB28E350 T » fRHT

(1) merR2 —merB23UIRDOPCRAIE

Bacillus cereus RC607% { TDOKBTIEE T 2 — I DOmerABETF EmerB (merBD)DRICEFHH ozt ah
TWRWEEXD D, AT, TS T 2ERE KEBORFEY 7V & B XN /- MBI%O
TaMERIIM SBE L 7o, 75 ¥ —DNAlZmerABIE T &L merB(merB] )OI D ERAUEE THRICE S OHRX
% 8#\2 L T. GapF (Forward; 5~ATGTTGCAATAACACCATTT-3") &Gap-R (Reverse; S-AAACAGCCAC
TTCATGGATT-3") %/ 7. PCRIZTP240 Thermal Cycler (Takara Shuzo, Kyoto, Japan ) &Ex Tag™ (
Takara Shuzo) AL TIT o7z, PCROSZHIZ, 94CTRAIDAENR 2127 o /B, BEMIT94C T30sec
. 72— 55T T0sec. EAMERIBIRT2CT2minZ2 1Y 2L E L T30 VT o .



(2) HER TN ORYT
(1) THESINPCREMIT. BRZIkB%. GeneCleanlI Kit (BIO 101, La Jolla, California) 12 & D BN L

pGEM-T EasyX% ¥ — (Promega, Madison, Wisconsin,USA) &5 %—3 a > &fFo /=%, Eschericia coli
DHS e KBl k., 70— &N 75 XX RDNAKL. FlexiPrep Kit (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech,
Bucking-hamshire, England) 12 & O EIX L. Thermo Sequenase Cycle Sequencing Kit (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech)
& Auto-Sequencer Li-Cor Model 4200 (Li-Cor, Lincoln, Nebraska,USA) % vy, 2 H—8Mz & - TPCRESH D
WHEES 2w LT,

HWEEIS DML, DNASIS(Hitachi Software Engineering, Yokohama, Japan) & National Center for Biotech-
nology Information (NCBL; http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih. gov/)iZ#2 #£ X 41 TVy 3 ORF Finder X ("BLAST /1 /' 5
LIZE DT,

22 $TUO—-Z 2T LR D
(1) KRBWHEEZ BT DO T 70—

INETHSNTWASTIMERI EB. cererus RC60T¥R DK BMHE € 2 2 — )L OB ERF (Fig.1) 2z, &
WK THE S XN SDNAFEROPCRMIBAD 751 v —DNAZFTH 1 > L7z, Fig.iCBIF D merRM 5 merA
E TOERDOEBODINET F1 v —& L TMerR-F (Forward; S“TCTAGAATTCAACAACGGCGAAGGAC
AAGCT-3) &MerA-R (reverse; 5-AAAGGATCCTTTTTATTAAGTAAGTTTTATAGAT-3") %, Fig. 1I2BIF3
merRD S5merBOE LT OFBOBBO D123 7 51 ¥ — & LMerR-F&EMerBB-R (Reverse 5-AAAGGATCC
TCCTTTGTTATTITTIGTTCCTATTAT-3") %. E/merRINSmeBE TOEBOBED 0I5 <v—& L
TMer operonF (forward; 5-TTGGATTTAATTCACTGGGACCAAAACTCTGG-3) &MeroperonR (reverse; 5'-
CTCGTAAACTTATATITGTACACAGCTGCCCT-3) AWk, Zhsor Iy —ahsBEmos—4&

Mercury resistance module
Transposition genes  Group llintron  zzzzzszzzzzzzsssssseszzzszsszssszzzzzosszsssssssacs

EEH B E H H EB ES B N N RBR
sznsansanndanusnnanf I L[ l JMerB ORF'
Tn MERH‘JI u — | o F'
IR-L
Bacillus cereus RC607 | 5. S
RETP A | l B
— Gap-F Gap-R
1kb pGMO7 Mer operon-F Mer operon-R
MerR-F MerA-R
pGR1A
pGRIB2 MerR-F MerBB-R

Fig. 1 KEMEET D 2 — IV ORBIEBROCEFAP CR TS —DE

Abbreviations: B; BgllL, E; EcoRI, H; HindIll, N; Ncol, P; Psdl, §; Smal.
R, T, P, A and B denote the merR, merT, merP, merA and merB, respectively.



DA ETWTEREH L. PCREIEADDNATRY 2 7 —+tI3LA PCRKit Ver2 (Takara) ZfW, Zhb
DTSA—DT=— 1 Y TRERT A —ORMBRAEZRDZ Z&ICE-> T, BERAICREL. &
RIS EENT. merR-merAD SRR & merR-merBE LR OWEILTIE. L b— b 2UCTIDT -8, BEMH
1394C T30sec, 7 =— U > ZIL55C TI0sec. HHEIET2CTSminZ 141 7 )V &L T30HA VIV 21T %,
merR-merBOFIRD PCREM T, 7L b— N EUMTTIHT o728, BEKIITE20sec. 72U T K
MBEEKIG#68C TominZ 141 7V &L TI0HA 7T, EO®NCTIOZHFRREET /. #4DPCR
HEEY %2.1 & Bl#pGEM-T Easy X7 ¥ —{ZH#A L TE. coli DHS ollEERL T/ O—-2F Lk, &
Too ZTTRWEERIImerRMN S merAZ TOEBREFAL 2T T XX F%pGRIA, merRM SmerBE EWRET
DEREBAL TS A3 REpGRIB2., merR1INSmerBlE TOHERERALL A I FEpGMOTETh
Thatli.

(2) 7KEBMHERED LB
KBTI EEII R/ NBEEE (Minimum inhibitory concentration; MIC) 2L DM L 7=, LB A (

mercury chloride; MC) , 3#{t X FJL7K8 (methylmercury chloride; MMC) . B¥E8 7 = =)V K& (phenylmer-
cury acetate; PMA) . F A1H—JL/KE (thimerosal; TH) . ZJ)VA Lt VEEER/KER (fluorescein mercuric
acetate; FMA) . /A5 7 oD EER /K (p-chloromercuribenzoic acid; PCMB) . LT F LA (ethyl-
mercury chioride; EMC) Bt7@EZAWVWREA -, HLKE 025ug/m) ORIV FEBREMT, —BLBEK
AT LR SBEOS4 OKREEEY L RN LLBIRAEMICHEBE L, 37C, 2 HHREE
EIHTODA600um TOSLA L LB ETRETELINEINIT I > THHERZ L 7.

3. RBERBIUSBE
3.1 merA-merB(merB1){BE OBEBN LAKBIHET D 2 — )NV OBERT

WEAF OMT £Fig2i0R"Y. ZORBRNPOA—T U —F 27T~ (ORF) (dNational Center
for Biotech-nology Information NCBD) THREEI N TWB 7O/ I L %EE N, B2/, TOKE. 200
ORFOETEMHENERD, ENSEmerR2BIEF EmerREMB LT, RN SH SN TWomerRiE
EFEmerRl. El-merBEmerBl BB L. T8I, merR2OD LFICmerRID 70OE—¥ —FIH (Prerr1
) EHLLTWRHER (Prery) MEELTWB T & EmerB2—merBIDMIZ /O -5 —EF—THREE
Wiz &S, TaMERIIETEICRIEEIN TS merBl & 312, Pperra— merR2 —mer B2 —merBIIRE =
DoperonE R L TWD I ENHSMh ER- K (Figd) o TOIZENS, Bacillus cereus RC-607 & TnMERI1 5
A T ORBIHEET P 2 — 32D Doperonh SHR I N, T OB IEIIPyerr1 —merR1 — merE-like —merT — merP

—~merA—Prerry—merR2—merB2—merBI T 5 T &srvo 7 (Figd) .

merR2BETIXIO0bpDFMABLENS2 D, 1297 2 JBBREORIRTF RMerR22F TS, TOT7I /B
RAOHREEFH &5, TOMeR2EBEIZHAI S N T W A/KBIHER HIBETFOHEBEINIEEIZEN (
30%LLF Didentity) Z EMS o7z, —H. meroperon HZ &> TI— REINTWBHRIRTF KMerR1T
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Gap-F
ATGTTGCAATAACACCATTTTAAGATGATGTTACTTCTATCTCCTGATTAAACT TTGTA
_35 Promotar/Operator _10

TTTARATTATAAAATTGCACTTGAL CTTCCCCTAMOGTGAACGTIGTARACTCTAGTTAA
TTCAGTCATECTCTTCCACT TAACGARAAGGOCACAGATAATGGACGATTTAACGATTGE
—» MV FQLTZ RKRGETIMETDTLTTIG
MerR2

TCAACTAGCOCAACAAACACGAGTCACTCGAAAAGCCATTOGACTGTATGAAGAAARGGA
QO LAQOQTGVSREKAIRTLYTETETZ KE

ATTGATACTGCCTTCTATAAAGCGTAGCGAAGGTAATTACCGCGTTTATAACCAAGAGCA
L I L PSIXKRSEGNYRVYVYNZJ QEH

TGTIGTTTTGTATCAATGGTATTAAACAACTCCGATCATTAGGOGTATCACTGGAGGAAAT
VFCINGTIZ K QLRSLGV SLEZEM

GAARGATTTAATAGTGATTTTCGAAAAAANTACGGTGGAGATAGARACCGCATCTACAACA
K DLIVIVFEIKNTVETIEZPHILQH

TTTGTTAAAAGATAAACTGACCAAGATAGACGAACAARATCAACGAACTACAAAAGTTGCG
LLKDXTLTZ KTIDET QTINETLTG QTZ KTLR

TAAACACATTGAATCGTACCTTGATTCCCOGAAAGAGGCAT TCAATCAAATGGAGGGATT
KHIESYLDSU&PZKEAFNOQMETGTF

TAAACAATGAAGAATAAAACAGAACTCAAAAAATTTTATGAACTATTGTTAGCTAAGCTG
K Q *
—»M K N KTEUL K KF Y ELTULULATZ KL
MerB2
CCTAAAGAATCAGTGCCTATTCTTCOGACAAT TTTT TTCTCCATTCGTGATGGGCAGGCA
P KESV?PILRTTIFFU STIUR RTDG QA

GTTACAGAAAGTTCTTTAATAAATCAAACGOGAATTAATACAAAAACAGTTCAGTCAGTA
VTESSLINQTGINTIZ KTVQSYV

GTGAAGATATTAGCCCAACGGCAGATGATCOGCTTCGGGACCOCEATCAAAAAATAGTAGGG
VKIULAQRQMTIVREREADO QI KTIUWVSG

GCATTGEGCTTATCGATTATACCCACTACTAACCAGATTCATTTAGGAGGACGAACTTTA
ALGL SIIUPTTNQIHLG GG GRTTL

TTTGCCTGGTGTGCAATATCGACAT TAGAGCTGTCAACTACTCTGGTTGCTGATGTCGAT
FAWCAISTLELSTALVADVTD

ATACATTCCOGTTGTGOGTACACAGG TGAACCGATTGAGGTAACTGTCCGAAATGGAAAA
I HSRCAYTGEUPTIEVTVIZ RNGHK

TTAGCAARAACAACTCCTGATTCAACAGTAATCTGGACAGTGCCGTTTGATTCTGAGGCT
LAKTTU®PDSTVIWTVZPVFDSENA-A

CCATAEGCOGGAGGAACATGTAAACAAATTCACTATTTTAGCTCAGTTGAGCATGCAAAC
PWAGGT CI K QIHYVFSSVEHA AN

AAGTCGAAAGARCAACATCCAAAATTCCAACGGGAAATTATGACTTTGGAACAAGCTCTC
KWKEEHZPIKLQGETIMTILEZ®QATL

TCTTTTOGRAACGAATTGAAARANT TTT TATCATAGGGTAGAGCCCATGAAGTTTCAAAA
S FGNELIZ KI KT FL S *

ATCAGACAAGCTATGAAAACGATCCTTTTATCGGTCAAT TAGTCCAACAAATGGAGTTTT
TAGGTAATGAAAAGTAATATCGARAA CAARGGAGGARA
AAGACATGAAAACTGRAN CAGTCGAACAACG
GAGACOGAGGACANTCCATGAAGTAGCTGTTT 1412

i Gap-R
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Fig. 2 merR2 & merB2D G FEELF) & 35 A4



-35 -10
GCACTTGACCTTCCCCTAAGGTGAACGTTGTAAACTCT

Pmerr2
-35 -10
TATATTTACCCTGTACTAAGGTACGTGGTITATGCTGT
Pmerr1
H E| B E S B N N
[ et | ]
R1E TP A R2 B2 Bt

Fig. 3 TnMERII L OKEBHEHEET Y 2 — ) OB EE T #1 X

Abbreviations: B; BglIl, E; EcoR], H; HindIll, N; Ncol, P; Pstl, S; Smal.
R, T, P, A and B denote the merR, merT, merP, merA and merB, respectively.

2. BUEEEROMaRIZHEDLS T, HEAOMerRELBHE WHEESR SN A, Fio, BEOLTO
MeRIZREEN. KBAF ONA 2F 4 D IREBLTNWE P XTA VBREN3IDTH S (MerR1DIE
T. Cys-79, Cys-114, Cys-123) DIZxtL. MerR2D ¥ AT Y REREII—D Lo Tzl (Cys-50) Z &
RAL N, TDOZ ENS, merB2EmerB1IHT 5 EFEOHBIL, BAOMerROBE/NEY — > LidR72 D
HbDEEZ SN,

merR2IBARF DE FHIZ merB2D660bpM & L BB BMEIEL . merB2OBRF O 4R R ImerR2EER LT
W3 (Fig2) . 07 3 /BEANTIE, 75 LABEEDSaphylococcus aureus(pl258y % 5 L BEIEW D Serratia
marcescens (pDU1358)., Pseudomonas spp. (pMR26), Pseudomonas stutzeri (pPBY2 ¥ 75 X 2 RHRDMerBY >
ISSYEZ. HREMEVLY, BEROFRBITIIEBENEHWHEEENR SN (Figd) . DI EMN5, MeB
TONRTEOHRRBIBEILREEINTVEVATA VEEPOA D OBRERER. TheD NI ED
BEORBIZEEREREZF> TS EEZ OGNS, ULMALAEMS, HloperoniZfzE L. B UHHEKES
BEEHE T H BMerB2 EMerBI DI DAHFEMAUE LT & (27.4% identity) 205, merBI &merB20D2D DRETFIT
B SMOHEEERZHEBEE 2R - T Z EARRENT,



Y Y

PDU1358 74 Y FRASE1 B33 5L YAWCANDT LS BN AA (212aa)
PMR26B2 T4 Y SYVFEX-DD AA (212aa)
PMR26B1 77 L SHVFEYV-DG AA (211aa)
PI258 77 ¥ PHRYEY-DG H G (216aa)
BMB1 79 L PHHEYT¥-DG H8 (218aa)
BMB3 80 L TNQIHL-GG AY (209aa)
PPB 86 Y EIHVHY - AGK vver (3215aa)

Fig. e MertB2D7 2 /B> — 4 VX EMiDOMerB S > /X7 O RID L

2DDYATFA Y (Cys-116Cys-136) « bLAZ (Thr100) &0 (Lew12l) BIRTOMeBIZFEL TWE (RAITH
T) . TITEALETY I /By 2 A® Accession numberid PDU1358 (P08664), PMR26B1 (D83080), PMR26B2 (A -
0

13925), P1258 (P08653), BMB! (AF138877), BMB2 (AB027307), PPB(U%0263), BMB3 (AB027306).

32 KEWEEED LK

£9°. B megaterium MBI KBIHEA N b 5 AW, KEFREEY 2 -V 2> ThiRLWKEESE
C& BB, subtilis 168 & KGR, BB AKEOMICERT > ZIVKE, FAOY—-)l. ZF L1
EeERKER. /N5y OOREERKBOOOHEARICEEET L (Tablel) . BEAFIVHIKE. Hik
TFNBEAEOIEEICH LT, MBI&168TEE BICRHEMEL . KERETY 2 -V OFBITL DRI
DRVIZBS NN, KIC. 200 merBRETF O MERZHRE 2RAT LD, RBEEAVWTTT
pO—= 7 RF0, BRARICHT 2 ERGREERARL, B 5NAKEDTablelIZRT ., MmerBRET
EBoTWEWT X2 FpGRIARMETH BEoliDHS ¢ (pGR1A) ZHELE_KE (BEKE OIZW
HERTZEIIH L, HmerBRET £ EDOpOMOTEBER TR, TTHRB. megaterium MB1 & FIRR 04D DA K
SicTtEERLE. —F. merBR2BEFOHEHE DTS AI FpGRIB2ERFKRTIF AT -V ETNF Lt
A UEEBEARBO2DOEBRABIIUAREETRI AN T2, ZORBENS, FAnaBRETIRIZIEEFR
HEBFDOZ EAREN,

Tablel MICIZ & 2 KERTMEAE D EFME#E R

Mercury compounds MIC
(ug/ml) B wegassricon MB1 B. subtilis 168 E.coli DHS o E.coli DHS a [pGR1A B. coli DHS a /pGRIBZ £ ooli DHS @ 1pGMOT
MC 12.0 1.0 10 30.0-32.0 30.0-32.0 10.0-32.0
MMC 0.25-05 0.25-0.5 0.5-0.75 0.5-0.75 0.5-0.75 05-075
EMC 0.25 0.25 0.5-0.75 0.5-0.75 0.5-0.75 0.5-0.75
PMA 10 0.5 6.0-8.0 7.09.0 9.0-10.0 30.0
TH 0.75 0.25-0.5 1.0 1.0-1.5 1.5 15
FMA 16.0 30 6.0-7.0 12.0-14.0 30.0 30.0
PCMB 8.0-10.0 2.5-3.0 18.0 20.0-24.0 9.0 50.0-60.0

MC; mercury chloride, MMC; methylmercury chloride, BMC: ethylmercury chloride, PMA; phenylmercuric acetate,
TH;thimerosal, FMA,; fluorescein mercuric acetate, PCMB;p-chloromercuribenzoate.



4. #ER

AR TIZ. MEMBHDOKEWREA D L LR2RALLFLRTRKOEPAEL X T LD BESED]
REEPTONAMFVAFAI—2ay~OERZEZHELLUT, KEBOERL DHRBEX N &ML
F LB, megaterium MBIOE B KBIRMET D2 — IV E2MITULEE. UTOL2RARANEs Nk,
1) B. megaterium MB1ODClassIl k5 2 AR 23— REANTVEIHFBKBERETD 2 — )V DmerAB R T &
merBI BT OMICE ZOMSBETmeR2EE_OFEKBLHRET merB2) OFESHERINE.
DT EIED, TOEY 2—IIZIE2D Omer operonEEL . FNFROTOE—F — « TR —F — 5
CEREHEBEETAR/FD, ROV BEBEFHORLEIIPye R~ meaR]—merE-like—meaT—merP —merA—

PmerR2—merR2—merB2—merBITH 5 Z EN5rino fr.

2) AR TRALEEZOREBETmerR2EHERL S NTWDMOAKBHERATRET & O HERS &
OHEEIZES . marRZOBETEVICESEFZOREIS ETA SN TV Dmer operon D= E & 0 &l /<
= LRI D T EMNRRENT,

3) MICK 3 TRE O KELEEMITHT 2 RBES YT 0 - OMICO#ERE ™S, merBl &merB2D2D D
merBRETEVMRRLI2EEFEE RO SIS hE,

HEE

FPRZEDDICHEAED, BHEEEEUARRERIMPREONMREIR K, OMFRE, FHEAR
K. ZXARE OBFBARRK EHFSZRICHELXT. 2, FHEIIHEHMRREEMOBRBHOE
BUIRHEERORR IOy FELTRINLIEENRELET,
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