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Experiments and theoretical analysis on optimal step ratio and
volume allocation for the step-feed anoxic-oxic activated sludge process

B g, W EF, B Buor
Shigeo FUJII*, Nobuki Tsuneoka** and Toshiyuki Takimoto***

Abstract; SBR experiments were conducted to find the optimal step ratio and volume allocation for the step-feed anoxic oxic
activated sludge process. The experimental results showed the proper step-ratio (influent allocation to the second) can produce
better removal of nitrogen due to denitrificaiton in the second anoxic phase, and that the oxic time required for nitrification can be
estimated by MLSS and nitrogen treated. Then, a theoretical analysis based on stoichiometry was introduced to formulate
concentrations of nitrogen species in the system with indices derived from influent quality and operational conditions. ~ The
availability of the analysis was verified by the agreement of theoretical estimations to experimental observations.  Finally, the
theoretical analysis suggested that the step ratios used in most of experiments are 10-20 % less than the optimal value, and that the

proportions of first tanks in whole oxic tank volumes are also 10-20% less.
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g{@ﬂi\ %@ﬁﬁ% Indices (Sb) |Sfx || NHaN(&) NOsa-N (n) Substrate(B) DOW) Alkalmity (A4)

X Influent 0 1 0 b 0 a
DREEZITD  [Mixware for ONI| 1 || rirz | Qmzm9Rirz 1 bz R-dirz 2C-mz-mO) Rl
R my~ m, Ihe DN1 Effluent | 2 Em3) [ (R-BimeBmirzl #1 bagiapme | (Bedem(iry | a 28 BmsRomlrs

N1 Effluent | 3 kel (r2-Rim2-Rmb5)/r2 0 di a-2+(R1ma+mb)/r2
LBATHRHTE  [Mixurcfor oNg| 4 | 7F1 (2R imz-BmolBl] 7 &/ 72 dUR1 | a-2+mzt@r+Rm5)IR1
Do & BITREE DN2 Effluent | 5 || (=me) Lm2meriBy [ Boms-msVBY Lradi-m IR} g-ZtmotmbtIriRy
o R N2 Eff(=Final) | 6 g 1-m2-m5 [ d2(Recycle) 8-2+m2+ms
SRS SO 3
¥ (%g ? N2(\ﬂ tﬂ Note 1) r1=1-r, R1=1+R, ro=1-r+E, Note 2) d1 and d2 are the values controlled.
KEEEELUWEK

EEFATLE, BEEEYa b R r, m~mDBTHEETES (Table 4) » ARICL b RISEIIBRENN
W, BECOKEEIHEAEERE 5D D 5,
4.2 RFYTROEIZELRARE/ 3—F(E

DEICRT v TEM, Table 5 E f

P SR Y RN = able 5 Equations for reaction amounts
RBNY =2 &D &S expressed with influent and operation conditions
:34 N =Yy o
: mjg-g-é PEHRET S Step |Ca|l Conditions Substrate consumption reaction Effluent
=7 LER{LD=o. # ratio | se| (Remaining) [m1,D00] m2,NO3 |m4,D0 m5,NO3 T-N
AKDT V) RE AT+ r DN1 DN2 jt (DN1) (DN1) (DN2) (DN2) (=1-m2-m5)

R small| 1]| Sub [DO] RIR1 b 0 UR1
ATHIMETT  E=T © [Jlesw- {7 0 (br+r2d )R rh-rzdl | (bitrzdD)
et haz &, |~ || strate) Rd2 R R

. i Sub rRI/IE1 razdi rl

BELUTFKRPOEERED large [ IV NO3 (=Sub- rib-Rd2 r2/R1-r1b+Rdz riR1
FENEHET 3, 1) | vl]po] strate) | rib 0 r2/R1

FP=0fEEEZ S ms=ri/re, mé=r/R1, r1i=1-r, R1=R+1, re=l-r+R, b1=1l-rb
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L. BEADOHELIDRNED, DN2TEEIZFADO & DIFR Table 6 r value for case transitions
RISTTRTHEEN, BERE LR\ B=m=0), DN/ and T-N removal efficiencies
TRAIREERACLD, EXRERHEODO, WL HEAE  [Case] rvalue T-N removal
CHEDBETS (1,=D,=0) o TORIENY—> BT~ 1 tlraj; 1 ﬁff;c)y(w)
YHTBo TREDAMIRT B 2, DN2TDOANHK L&D 4 i | ams
UHRD D5, BESF A TRV OMRBIBEET /15— T—m| B, a1 R, biR
(D;=B,=0, 7—R1I) 2T, DN2~OEHEHHEHI T2 TR di+b+1 Ry(d,+b+1)
SUEBMETZ L3125 (Do=n=0. y¥—21I) , MHE izt |I-V|Eub-E-dy) Rldytbt])
KT, DNUSCRERAROMOR X0, BEHTREY |

’Y (D,=B,=0. 7—2W) | Ibir=1ftiEL=25% &, Mk TR b

RRBIZT 2012 HENTET S (D,=B,=0, 7—AN) , &
BNLNAERHKIE, &7 —X & BHRAKOT )V ) ED+5H5D
RELD 7 EZ7REDERD (N=N,=0) o Table 5IZIZZN5DK
JNY—VOFELEE LD D,

BLERT—2Tid, BEBSET 2D, RIFGMET 1D, 5 600%
ADWIILT Do REBEm~mD6DTHDDT, THhEIZDODVWTHEL
(abrRTHT) TeNTED, B—RATLIHUABRRAEME, F0
BEELDEHDDTable 5THB. V—RAOBBHATIE. B —XD%&MH
BTG RD, 2y —X U SUIAOBHE AT, DN2@tHiK
ODO. . EEL ¥R 5(D=B,=n,=0), ZDER. FAH—>
M2, OEEZOMOHERFTCH B Rabd, dOBEMTRRETE, 20
L EOREEPHEALEND (Table 6) o TN 5Table 5, 6TCRT v 7RE
PEALLEBEICERRES S SEETI0DIBEiEE R,

4.3 B

AEETO 1 EORE L BENRADEDTH 20 E2RENT S0, 3
DORBHERIEREZEHT 2, TOREOERBERES%E T Table 70OKEE
ZH\WTa, b d, 2B Uiz, 2B, EBIFIRunZ LIZMLSS, DOREH
ETRRDD, ST TETRTCEFOMETHEEL TR L.

KEEHEROF & LT, Fig 111ZRun 1~3(R=50%) DM SROBE L
&Y, MEMEEH T, 3 Table7HDa, b, d,, d, B L EZER
R=05T, Table 6IZL D —XBBEORT v V£ 28T,
OS5 ERmDRET—ZX BHB L. TR LR (Table
5) Tm~mBEHET S, ThbETablediZRATNIEIRKEBE
(RAEHT7 EZTHICH T 3E) »Eoh30T, ZhCHE
P TNOXNBE L Uiz, BB, B=50%DBE. 27 v 7R0%
B —2 Iz, 50% & 80%ik Y —RIMDRIE/S Y — & lroiz,

ERHELBREL CEETFOTHhIIHED, XFvT7rRIZL3
NOx-NEEHM 1S -V ORBIHEBIIRA TV D, FIC
DN1,DN28 L UNAEGE)HHHTIZITEAES b OR L R> T3,
DN1. DN2WEEHIX, BEaRIC< 5, HAESEND, Zhid
BT CIHEMESEER2 S5 -0 L, EREXES 1S
BOWEMECRAEZEORGOEE L EI bh3, EE EESH
BEABEBICIE—FENOx-NEREICREZIN TV S,

_
(=]

[+

S

(%3

Influent 8}1
N
Y

NOx-N concentration (mgN/L)
»

(=3
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ri=l-r, B\=1+R, ry=1-r+K,

Table 7 Parameter values for
validation of theoretical analysis

Parameter { 5. Value Unit
DO F 0.0  mg/L
BOD 8. 120 mg/l
&1 Alkalmty | L 175 mg/LL
$| OrgN | W 90 mgl
£1 NH,-N [H|| 110 mglL
NOx-N In 00 mgl
DO in N1 F, 45 mg/L
DOinRS |F.] 20 megl
MLSS M| 3000 mg/LL
RS ratio Rl 50,150 %
Step ratio r [120,50,80 %
Effective Alk. | L' 162  mg/L
Effective BOD | S'|| 607.1 mg/L
Effective N | H’ 130  mg/L
o | Alkalmity | a 349 (@)
8| Substrate | b 1.92 )
= DO d\| 0121 )

- Intensity { d,|| 0054 )
BOD/ICOD | x || 0840 ()
Min. Alkalinity |Lm| 200 mg/L
N 1n sludge £ )| 0.098 gN/gCOD
Yield y || 0.500 glg

Nitrification mgN
rate const. k| 0860 gSS-hr
@® Lab80% Th80%
H  © Lab50% = ——-Th50% H
O Lab20% ------ Th20%
[ 3 o)
AN
o *
A i \o \

2
h§

80
| -/
&,

=

o
ey
=]
Q
=
&
(4
—
Z

DNilmixture

effluent
2mixture
/A
DN2effluent ¢
N2 effluent

N1
DN:

Fig.11 Comparison of experimental

data and theoretical values




X517, MHENOx-NTRunl~6DLTOERER L. HRHEE ZHB L TH S, BRIZTTICFg TICREN
TWb, BHEX. 5%EDa b B d, dfi#EA, Table 6, 5OFHT-NEEIZAA U TR GRHT-NIINOx-
NIZZE LW, HRERD L, B=50%TRITFEAMOBELE LI R>TWnD, B=150%TRRT v 7R
7=50%,80% CEIAMEH» R b BHEE LH>TVWE Y, AERCTIFEERCR>TBLY, ERICRoH
OEIZHEBIE LEETR, IEF-HL T\, Thdi b, R=150% TIIRIEROXEIFoTWVEZ L, B
LOET IR L 2 HARSE (Fig.10) RETRAT v 7HOUWEKEIR FHTHETH 2 T L WREEEhiz,

5. BRMTICLOREREREORE
5 1 RFv7TE

I ORNT TEHRFBIT DML RENEZDT, CITRENERAVTRERBERGEEWRAT 5, 22T,
HBEDEXR R, HEHEDOETO, BEBERINTIR Ty FROREEERT %, L. AHBEM
ERWES. OB TDNAE CRERBENE UAMICDNIETHEXTET %, 7 —ZXN I>1->1l->NV->V
DIEICBH T 37=012iF, Table 6TI>MIZR 2 AEN, N->NVICRZAAEL D NSV L DBBETH S, D
BREEBET 2L, b> (d+dy)+ [(di+dy) +4R{d d,+d +d, + 1R+ 1)} OFREDPRNHE B, Fig 121275
TE3I, PO FREFSEDODATHML, LI EERENBWVELZOABIXEDRD, L,
R=150% D14, bTIREIEd,=0T08Eh, d,=2T12IXHKT 2, Thit, FRIEDOMMAT S L. K
THRBLUSNCEDNZBLBEREIINI 2 2 L ORET, BEF

2.0

EFTC—ETENEMA S LBRERIHA LYV LR27ZD5, —
EOEETRDTEINY -V B TRTUTRT, BRERD —EDOHRNIE
F—2Z TICHY L, 20MEIZV+R TRERDODAOEDERA L AL 00
THD. TOT—2TiE. DN2THRELRE - &E LT, AF Y
TOHMRBENTNRN, £OE, DI5~2BRUL LR D L,

0.5

DEATDOD ERFMPA GRS 2 =D Z NI E SITE Pk
&N, S . pLad
S¥|ZTable 5,6% AV, BFEOERLE - FSMDOMTORFY 5 e’

=} La -
TEOT-NGEEAOKE LRI T 2. BB, WAKKMETable7 £ | |« L=~
AU E Uiz Fig 18ICAREND L DI, T-NBRERL, »H% 21H % b L

z

%

R %)

00 01 02 0.3
DO intensity in N1 tank, d,

Fig.12 Relationship between min.

DNUECTOBMBLIRLITETTI2E THREBODN2THRENEL - Substrate and tDOki“d‘”Ei)" tg’;lgs)
e m ank, =) =i
L3R, BERIN LT3, y—RI->M0OEBK intensity 2 :
(r=(R+Dd\+1/{d+b+1}) T\ BREFIX {(R+1) b+ RY{(R+1) 100

(d+b+ 1} DEBER LD, ZOBRI>V->V 2R T 25, BREX

80

BOA+R-DIR+ D EALTH D, BRNICEBUL(+R) L BB & ~
bk, 25 v 7HETRARERSR LT 5 %15, DNAETRA £ e A
OHEDE LB L5, RETELRSRVEETNIMTOMEE 5 ////'/,.'; ~
BMASE S, TRDLDNZAHKORE, NOXNL&¥OLRD  §  [—H N
27y TREMAT S LHVEBETH S, 2 20 —
EEERFAT 2 LIRERITMINT 25, ZhAKENEL R .
TV ITRADMEINE L, FEBHERT v 7REKEVHICETF 0 20 40 60 8 100
¥7 ¥ %, A—RTIR. HEEBREMEVYL, T-XILIIBITBR ‘ Step ratio, r (%)
EROMEIMAL (57— A TREBEL) . BRELUTRAR o oo orioct 0 Mo
KRR ERL, TNRBEBRT Y TRINS BB, kB, Bl [ 008 —— 3013 20116
AT v TRIIEZBEBIVRAKBTCETESTIH, IZLAXD [ =100/1.2 =====100/1.6 w=tam=150/1.6

=R 40~60% DEEICE NG, b IAEROEETIDLS (RCOPO), d,=0.2, d,=008)
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2, B bOSEET 57201018, HILE - BEEOREVIHRTH %,

—
(=
f=}

AR SWONRERT v 7HE, RCORBRLIRLT ] g
#% (Fig 14) o JORD, TKEBRRERFNLLAT v THICEYT & (7 gx&
HU4XHEN 497 —AOEBPIEINE L, BEFERESR . EmatER ; & S8
40~60%ERREEFRLTWBED, £ OERFIZI0~30%D T v §w
TETCEBINTHED ., BREARMFICHARNETTES LHAEN B, 5
Fig131C & 3 L 0%(HEU TR F v 7HAOHES RN AVERE ¢ |
RoTHED, HHKORHTIIRT v 7ORMEEED L ERTORVEEE 0
DN CNEWMEDE (A BEDOHRZANZbDTH 578, ° Substralte intensify, b ’
BEEOENBRELE (A7 v 7R e0) IEVWRBTEBLEESHET  Fig. 14 Comparison of experimantal
MXh3, values and theoretical ones for r

(@this study, O literature, d,/R(%))
5 2 {FREERES

BRIISHEOBRESICODWTHRE T 3, & Corr. ={0.169 01 Corr.=0.933
R LR &S b TR RIS A MLSSE £ 27 .
CHAIT 20T, RIGAREZEBETEZH, B j—? o °
ZTRBHOWD. BECELT2MPEE g 510
ZEAMARETH 2. SAREHIIEORER E = 8o | e O Niphase
BADHERT B0 . @ N2 phase
ZD=H, TN, N2BE TR 0 100 200 g 100 200
,Z\g R%}%gﬁfgﬁ@%iigﬁ Ao WNE N )2%$ Tested HRT (min) Theoretical Time (m1n)

DR(G). AT v TED (), BRIEREBEMLSS Fig.15 Estimation of reactor HRT required for nitrification
BMmg/L) TELEINTWD RT v 7 BKIFR

EREIC, BEHmg/)ONH NEZUTAPRATIHREGEMET 2. MISSOY X FLRNTOHEEE LU
WMAKHDSSHEHAGET, P ORKUBMTIITERERSMENE LD LRET S L. DNLNUHEOMLSSIX
(A+R-DMI(1+R) &7 % (DN2N2iZM) . —74. NLN2HIZ A -2 ONH, NEE & FRFHET, 2Zhzh
(1-DHI(+R-\ rHI(1+R)TEABI LN TES, LD > T, BILEHMLSSEED 1 REE (ML
BERE k(mgN/gMLSS/hr) 2T 3) T, hORFHEEZE LRV T2 X, N1 N2ZH TR L EREERY
LLIFENETNRUTORTEL B LN TES,

t, = {(1-1 HIQ+R-D}{k* (1+R-D M/1+R)} = {(1-DA+ R+ R- D3 (H kM) @)
ty = {rHI(1+R)}/{ &M} = {r/(1+ R (H kM) ®)

Fig. 15(Z. Runl~6DEBRFERIC X &28EH LR (REMHE
Table7DfEFIH) TH b, FEHHRM. EHEHLRE (Fig 5T,
NH,-N2ERIHAD LT 2 KEORIBEZIXIA L b BE)
CHBUTR Uz EBROHRTIE., IFIFWISER L% L
TLHID. BROROLDIIHERD 2ELU LSFEHENTWS
BELHD (EOR) . chicxal, LAEZHBLTHBEREOE
T2 &, HERKD0933L R BRELFMEE P —B LTS

—
o
o

60

O
40 o
Rl

Volume of N1 in oxic tanks(%)

o Q
(GOR) » ETOE 5D S, Runlt & -T2 5 MLSSHBE R é%og
%, 3000mg/LCEELUTCHELEEDEEINND, MELD. 0
25y 7HETORSHEARIE. 27 v 7ICE &2 5 MLSSE & U%Y 0 20 40 60

Step ratio, r (%)

{ENMZNH, NEEOELEZER LU TEST S I LR & Hkr X Fig. 16 Optimal volume alllocation
ha, ERABEEORS. NLINZEZhZhOEBE2Y, 2L experimantal values
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CZOEEEWKRF T, LRAB QY& T3 &, REBERMIE=V/{Q+R-D G t,=V A1+ TE
HTEs, 2ho0RIZ@,GFRZNERATI L, V, LIZENZRUTOATEE S,

V, = {1-0A+R)I(1+R-1) }(H QI kM) ®
V, =r(H'QIkM) 0]

Fig. 16121, XHRICBIT 2 EBEOHFSTHEINIOAKEI AL, LXAREA UGHE LG (=VIV+T)=(-
DA+RIA+RP) ) BB L, MO L 52 ohid, EMEtEIGIVVERREATH 505, 2RNICNIE
DEEHHEBEICLLVNED LR TND, & XIE D20~30%OHHETIX. BHIFETINIOEEE60
~80%ITTARELHWE N DD, FEMIIE0~70% L 10~20%EDTH B, Thid, NIETHEDIET L
Do BEOHTAICNAEICRBER LV ERE OMINTE S, L L. NITHERT &% % EDNAETO
REMET T2 TRMEBETERV.. BRI ZFARRENMBBETH DD, —Mife LTHREDE COER
Tid, BEOHAMICIEA, FIRFSHEOLE210~20%IZLEDZHPHRNTHD LRETED,

6. #if
BLE, AW TIX. SBRICKZEREEERICH S SHBMRITICL D, XF v 77 4 — FEREFSIENE

EIRICBI 2 BERERF 2T Uiz, LTIRZOMREZENT %,

1) AFvTET, Bk BROMLBLIUNBRORETCIIHEARCHAT 2, BEROKREIE. MR comMt
BORETL0. 2T v 7EO%H. 2080%DBE LD EWT-NBREE RS,

@ B2, JHIREZO0BROBENRELER LERLTHETH 255, MiZRIEEER0.56~0.82
mgN/gSS/hr CMLSSIZHHBI LT —EEETHD T 5.

3 EMENBERETD LR, LZERICESEHECOD. 7UE27, M#E. PV AV E, DO LIEE
BE TR T 2 AT R B L. ZOEMM 2 ERE L OB SHEE Lz,

@) R7 v 7ETRABRERL, DN TERORELNELZLIICRT v 7RERETRET, 7TVAVEBE
a EEREIE HBVWBGIIE. ZORHERT v VRAZ{RY DA +1}{d+ b+ 1} TEA BN, ZORKT-
NERERIZ ((B+1) b+ RH{(B+1)(d,+b+1)} & 12 B,

B) A7y TRICET IHRBEFOL {IE. 57 v TEDH10~30%. FEAEPFIEROBEE FIE50~70% T:E
BEINTWAEN, TIUTERBT D O PRS2 BRBMEITIER, £ HITI10~0%BERMETH D, TV
TORMEELED LENTORWEREE D H 5,
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