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Toxicity Assays and their Evaluation on Organic Polymer Flocculants Used for
Municipal Sludge Dewatering

ERF, BOBT*. HARFA* HRFZMR
Hidetaka TAKIGAMI*, Nobuko TANIGUCHI*, Yoshihisa SHIMIZU*, Saburo MATSUI*

ABSTRACT ; The toxicity of organic polymer flocculants (e.g., polyacrylamide) used for the dewatering of
municipal sludge was evaluated by using two different toxicity assays: Closterium ehrenbergii algal toxicity
test and Bacillus subtilis rec-assay.

First, the algal toxicity of the effluent from a pilot-scale sewage treatment plant was investigated with and
without addition of a flocculant (0, 0.05, 0.10, and 0.20 mg/L)). No clear evidence on the algal toxicity caused
by the flocculant was observed on both asexual and sexual reproduction tests of Closterium ehrenbergii. Also
it was found that the algae growth inhibition of various types of flocculants (i.e., cationic, anionic, ampholytic
and non-ionic) was in the order of 1 to 20 mg/L, which was mainly due to the molecular weight (MW) fraction
of greater than 100,000.

Then, DNA damaging toxicity of these flocculants was investigated by the rec-assay, which indicated that
eight among ten flocculants caused the direct DNA damages with LC50 = 0.1 to 10 mg/l.. The DNA damaging
flocculants were also fractionated into their components and by MW. The experimental results showed that
the lethal effects were mainly contributed by the polymer fraction of MW greater than 100,000, although the
DNA damaging toxicity was not detected in that fraction. Therefore, the detected DNA damaging toxicity of
the flocculants could be manifested as the combined effects of various components, such as polymers,
origomers, monomers, and additives.

KEYWORDS ; Organic polymer flocculants, Algal toxicity, Closterium ehrenbergii, Bacillus subtilis rec-assay,
DNA damaging toxicity
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OIZ. FTARBEIZTS O RERALT. BATAKICEHE. FRAS FEREAZERML. BAKS L T0EAKD
HF924MEREI N YFE (Closterium ehrenbergil) ZRWTHEL L. JORBRIIERIKOBENAE
T, IAVFERRERBECIVEREHFHEOBPARET SO TEANRHEEOBENESNS. T2 HRE
SATREFOODOERZ L VFFMICRNTB0IZ, IAVFEEAWEEERRIIME. DNAKRBHRARTS
DR EHRec-assay # E ML /. BEFAMNG. BAMBEIC X 28EBH 0L FROERE. i, BIEF O
BB Ch s OENABREZEA L. SEERTFORIZRHS .

2. REAE
2.1 I AVFEEAVEEERR L E R Rec-assay
(1) IAVFERHWEEERR
I AYFE (Closterium ehrenbergid) WHKE T, KEKOBATESE L THRHA X N2EBEKED 8-PHEK
T OKBICHEET 52, IHYFEICE, ENCHBELRBOODM RO BREEO # ALBKZA2K) 25
D, RBBRBECIVEHIEHOBEOERETY Fieg. ) .

J {
Table 1 #Eft/ARs X UATEERIIA L SN B 0, °§§:‘“¢°' °“';°y*c‘.’é’ %
(ZC)\ /(z.c) (z.c)\ <o
R CH5# [mg/L] MIHESM [meg/L]
(zc) Szxuul (20)
Ca(NOg)g « 4H20 150 0
KNO3 100 0
B-Nagglycero-POy4 + 5H20 50 50 @ @ Pre(-z%(;mete
MgS0y4 - 7THoO 40 40
CaCly + 2H20 0 100
Vitamine B12 0.0001 0.0001 @
Biotin 0.0001 0.0001 G‘(’;“C“)"
Thiamine HCl 0.01 0.01 @
Tris 500 0 Ly
HEPES 0 400 C( B
® Zygote
AIEHIC X 5 1ZP [Vmetals % 3mL/LEDMA., Q@ﬁ (20)
pHE75IZ BT 5,

Fig.1 IAYVFEOEFEROBMARKD

1) milg#%

IAVFEOENBLUVANEBRBREERT DI, MEMBICH 2 I Y FEoFEMREEAT
HZLENRH D, EET. TTAK. A2BKOFNFHIZDNVWT. 100 mLO=A7 5 A 22X CHEH (Table
1) 216 mLANESHOZRMARET S, KXINSO=HT T ATITK2,0008MO 2 HYFEEEAL. BiEE
BAT 5, EMBIUCEHEARARICIE, 22~25C T, 1,000 ~ 3,000 luxD16/88FEIDER /M &M T. 100 R#I
BBELEIAVIFEERERTS. 4. IS5 ORBERFMPICBOLTIE. ALK S UAB S HITHBIRRMAIC

0. AEEAMOBVIZI 2B BIUAERRBRNORBIIEBTESLEXA 5N 3,
2) EHAMRAR

9. ALK, A2BENFENHNC. AEEL MRS, EREESL2XCHEBYIMLIIMAS. IOBEKE 2
SARYSAIZED, BERSETHREERET S, RIZTIAF v 7 8247RE# 7L — b (Linbro tissue multi-
plate) OHwelllZ, 2XCHEH#380 uL., ABA%E400 ¢ L. ECHEL HREKZE20 1L (10~20418) A
N5, FRARTEEABKBE BE2VRERFRER) TOX3well2H DY Th, KIZEEFEME (Nikon SMZ-
10A) ZRAWT., BwelllEETI2MEERA 5. TO%. BE22~25C. J1,000~3,000 lux? 16/8fH A
/REERMT. SHEISEL. TOM24BMT S ICHREEREEMSEFE L THT5, EHERRARIIBNT
BRE ARSI EEL D UBROMN KM EBLTO. IAVFEAOEREHMELA, HELL TR &
BAKEE £/ Negative Control W ¥ 27> TWA MO S 5, 20MicB T 2MEEEFEA L. 6,



FwelZ & IZHB05M=t OMENE. FO2HH] =t -2) OMRETIHDHEERLEZRD., FBEZLICE
HHER & T OBEEREZRDE, KIZ. Negative Control D EIGMBEB TENTHOBEIIBWTHEH L ZF
HBEELED, CNEAMEERE L TEELE, £k TOMMEERELRD,

3) AtEEEAR

MEEREDT CETEEEDLS TR OMIHER (Table 1) 3 mLICATHE®R L ML K50 L LARN. 10
1 LB D40~50MIM8IZ 72 2 X DAL, A2BRENTNHNCAEL. ThoE X TF1 R TRAICEH T, HEHSE
THBKEREZT S, RICEETL— bOBwelliZ. MIHE# %2300 L. #BK%E2400 wL. LTHERELZALE
BELUA2KRDOBRELTNENS) LT DAND, ZOHSHEHEBABROHS EFRIC. SHEKBE (55
WIZFIRE) IZDEF3 well2¥{ Lz, FO%, RE25~28T. %3,000~5,000 lux?D16/8KRHIOH/H&HET
9~10BFEE L. 8~9A#IIBEWelNOERESTR. EREATERBIEREREERBEERAHL T3
Ule, AHERMRRIIBHNTR, W<DIOEREDRIIBNWT. BEZ LT LEGTFIBREINAZL<ED.
FBEATARBRINTOEESEREALTVWEVNGONBR 2L Vo RBEKMRIEINTVREEDY, 1S5
EHAEIL L B ERET D 2 L ERAE.

IAVFER BOME,» 52 BOBRSTEMRT /0. MESEREMEETRAILORVERTETS
L. AUHEROERORMIZHR LB TRIMABEESELEDON, BOIHEALLHEENE KT D
BTThs. o T,
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L MBESERIE LSS, RO TERRETIE. BETORIIERRZOOEREROONH DI EIIDNTOY
fafbiz. UFo2RizEsb0L Lz,

EREETHEER=LERS TR SEBETHX 2)

BREgaTHRE=R¥EE TR 2BaTH (3
EUEEMBAREFRIC, SwellZ&EIZR (1) . Q) BLY (3) TEHINZEEZHEL, BEILICEHHE
BIOEREERHE L, B8R (1) . Q) BXY 3) Lo THHEINZHIZ. ZhoolEINERE
HRRICBITAEMNME L TOEKREE TSI L5, Negative Controliz & 2 B THAAN o 12,

(2) KE@Rec-assay
RBAZOFMIZONTIE, XEICEDY |, AFRTIE. RBERLETORVEERE (-S9-mix) D3 %
o, RBREEIIProbitEIc L DB L.

22 ZZFAKUBTS D FEFBLEBREAFNOZRII X ZNBAROI NY/FEIIHT IEHOELOTE
ST NERTHWEABEOM TS X UEREHF#Table 2. Fig. 21077, LEART, BUELET I
ITULAFMEESREREETHSD. A BERMICABOBH T AIMLEAKEZEAL. ARFITIE. ERIC
FTAOUBETHEAINTWAHFF O RERES FREER E X3 2HFmML. BRI > bo— &L T,
BRERZRMETICAE 2T -7, ARFINOAEEE S TREAOFENRIT. 4B (0 mg/LHET) ITREL
(Table 3) . 1 BtBAicDZ2 B2 /52 b AEET 2 Z &2k > TEERIZEMNE ¥ (Runl—Rund) .
ZOABBOBREREOFEMER L. REBROBRKICERES TRERNEZHEATILEC, BRAABTIIRETS
EEZONIBEERIIRELE BERAKTOLATOERES THEFREERNL % T, UEEROFEE S
THERNBEIZN.05me/L) . EROLBEBIIEVTIE. B TEHERZSALRAREIT. KHmPRAT
EROADDRERRESN, SPWABEE22T2L512->TWwD, B, BMAEL. BEAE BK (10~40
mg/L) #1824 E, 85 mL/F0OHBT2 5 4.11L/H) RES > VIHATHEKIIMA 2.
IDIZTI2 s, BEFE OREASERICETL TENTN2 AMEGE. IS EERIREZ RER
W ERIBAZEANT, FK (FLEHK) . ARLEK, BRABKEREKE LU TERLUE. Zhs0REEK



13, REREBESICAEL umD 3§ (Runl TIIGF/B. Run2~4TiAGF/C) T&3IXiBL. B EAE0.2
maO7 IV I A (Whatman Anodisc 25) 2FBALTH20mLA@ARE L -H02HFRL T, IHVEEICLS

s Tt . r—]—l I’K‘)I{t
%ﬁﬁﬁ‘ ﬁtbf AXFY (B FBENEMNER) ThZZoLS 2

Bk WEKA
Table2 =752 bEBE&RH was v olusvo] |l | xm -
| vy
L %,3,3 { 0.82m3/8 rasm|| WEA* oo
MEDEER B S > 2 TR R, LS > 2 TRERS > — Y
EXEER 1.23m3/H (150%) BESE
RUBIEZAI=OA 2.2 mL/% (k3% BEE) N smse
AR EAZR60 ppm BRS! (B FBMAMENR)
BERS 22H ] T N kB
#ks > HMLSS 3,100~3,700 meg/L ] . R ™ o
RS> 5DO 1.5~2.5 mg/L i e B oo
LEEESE4I3. Runl~Rund. A BRE#&Y & IR e bryi—oa
BXEE
W ARMEE

Fig.2 =75 hERERE

Table 3 ARFINOHEES THENENR

Run HHgm o TREAEME L EPEREE

Runl  Omg/LX85mL/4%} X 24 X24El/H 0.00 mg/L
Run2 10mg/LX85mL/4% X 243 X248/ H 0.05 me/L
Run3 20mg/LX85mL/43> X243 X 24[6l/H 0.10 me/L
Rund 40mg/L.X85mL/% X243 X24[R]/H 0.20 me/L

23 BERMBOBEBE

(1) BRAKMOEELRR

AUTZUNTIRROERESTRERE LT, BRNA—H -3t DHRINTWEAFF > RELEAF0
. WA RBREASE, 1A RBEERIEAEAFLL (Tabled) . Table 4910 A1~A8. B1~B5 id
FNETN. A—A—H—0OBETIHF4 %, Witk A ROBERERT. FTABERERAOIETIE. AT
HELTWABEROMEM 7Oy 72 BEI L0, FELTAFACROBSFREANER LT
5. WFF 2 FBERAELTE<S<HWSNTVEHDIEDAM (PAFATI/JIFNAZZYL—h) FOHD
E.DAA (CAFNTIIFZOUL—R) ROBOTH D, ThOOEEMELRITINEIL. HFA EEH
FRTHD, ZhidTable 440001 REBREEFBEEZ LN ETNEEMEL L THAIND. WEA 4 28 E
BR7 A HOMBEE N FA L HORBEOTAHEE L. BREENEOHATHERKICERAINI DO
THD. IHVFEBUHBRBRIIIINSDSH98 (Al. A2, A4, A5, A6. A7. B2, C. BLT E) %, &
JoHsEBRec-assay K RAF L BEF S THHRERE & L. ARES TEREANT. REAZ KT THRETR
FUA L C2RRIBBEM I BT, $100 me/LOBHEERL, FEHEEAFICRERL TehthogtRBRictl
padi

(2) BEABNZOLELBEAR

AU —RE%. BT/ 3?2 RTRELE. REE BR 2fiun, BEH (5o
Redox) ZHMLT#, XL TESSETHET 2. B TEEANBNIOENERIIFg. 3OXIITERTD
AU —Ofl. BFEONIRAVIT—REORIERY. BET/ I—. BNHL. K2hbRk2EE250
3. ARATIE. BEFAMBOSEIL. UTIORT2ED Tfio .



Table 4 HHHBRICEAL-HRES FEEA

Sample No. 8 AF M BEEKE*Fd/g) I01 RYE** (meq/g) HEpHE
Al HEMKxIX DAMREHFF> 5.3 4.8 5~8
A2 Bkl DAMREIFA > 6.0 48 5~8
A3 HEMEKR DAARENF A 14.0 4.9 5~8
A4 HERKIR DAARFTBAHFAL 6.5 4.2 5~8
Ab BEMFER DAARTEHIFAS 8.0 3.9 5~8
A6 BEMEKK DAARTBHF A 9.0 3.0 5~8
A7 HE&¥RKIR DAARTHF A 15.0 3.1 5~8
A8 Bfagkit DAARBAFA>  13.0 1.1 5~8
B1 BEH KRR mtEr A 8.0 2.2 4.2~55
B2 HEER w4 10.0 2.2 4.7~6.0
B3 B RK [ 30 (= V% 10.0 2.1 4.7~6.5
B4 H &5 kR (57 3 0 A 6.0 2.0 3.8~4.8
B5 BENRR mrF > 9.0 2.0 4.2~5.5
C HE~BEEHEXR ‘BHFL 3~10
D HEamRR ANz I iV 4~10
E ZREY TN Bl FA 4~5

* IN NaCOz# (30C) THIE. ** pHAIZBIT D H

e Chemical Polymer Flocculants.------- -
[ i 1
Water I Poly I Byprod l- dual IA“M
content MONOMers
| -
' 1L i L

Fig.3 ®E5TEEFANZOMK

) SRS E

HROEOCABRAZBREEAL T, FRESTRENBROS FROEZTV. IAYVEREEROWEENER
BE LUK ERRec-assayiZft Uz, BRUABERIZI AYVIFTIINTHHHORERZIT > 2008 (55,
K E#ERecassay il DWW T, #ER C 01EEOAR)TH 5D, BASBENL. ¥ /N VEPDNABEORE. #
BICALSNZHEROELRO SO (FRD B FR]3,0008 X 18100,000, BABRIOMLOYL YT T A
&, 5ESFR10,000. 30,0008 X TA50,000. BRABRS00 Lo /703028, 7 #H%) 2HN
7z ZH5id. BAVO—2RORU YN S51 RTOKSNEEABEAS TV T NI AORENEEIZD
BNEXINTNSD , BAZEBEI—M) v P—RiZET. F— ML — 7 TREHEL. T4 N5—BILEL
ko THIBL. K2ERWEHE. FIEOREOHEARKE —ERBANT. 3,000 2TT 4 ¥ —REDADH
BOLALBRZETECREET . RIZTA NI —RBEVEEZIILTT 4 VY — L0 258 MRIE
(2,000 g. 351 &> TENRLE. PEBELUET 4 NI —ELSOENIUEIREFNEFN. ABAMOEROKRE
TARAT v 7L, ZOBREKEIAVFETOEHERBRB LU E#Rec-assayDREL & LTz,

2) BRI X B 5
AFRETA~BEAORUI—F0LOIIMBEEER L SWediCBREF RS ALEEINE. 20
HOES FHHEIZL 2B E2RETHLEND S, TI T, DNABRBEBREERLE (@R, 3.288) HF4>
FEEA CIDOWTESTHEAA A —ROBHOTIZ, FNA pHRES. AGFENAELTHAVLLENS
ANT7 7 R UEBBIUDLPEORBAESERANSALS) ZMABWYTILERBE/ v~ (27U TIEBLX

U DAADAF IO T FA4BE) ZHEL. IS OKBEKRER B ERec-assay izt L7z,

IEBRBRBLUEE
31375 MREDKR



IDTI UM ERBEEKOA KRIZE D EIESHMRROERE, Fig. 4 (D~@IZFRT, B, BHEERRRIC
BUIIHERIIOARLAHEOMRKREIDHE L, Fig. 48283, &Rbkovr 707 L — bwell
IZHT5 I/FRER OETHZ. o THRBOBKHEIL. ERRORBAZwellliRmML & Zofl. B
1/2E73%. TNH%2HBE, A2KRICE A EHEERBRIZBL TR, BEAEMEMNEKX (0.2meg/L) DRund
ZHNTH, TI3-N-0 (FEERE. AER=3) 2ZBIcANNL, AR BMR) QUEAKEBR GREM
) NEAEOHMBBEEHGMIZIFTEREIRD STz, /&, Runl. Run2d £ Rund®@atBikic
BT, FREKOBD (FHEIOBOEM) 12> THMEHEARNED L TWSHANZBD Sk, LK
AKBEABKOWTHNIZDWTHERAMENTSED, LEKRBIAVFEI Lo TECEFTIRNI LZ2HK
THRETHD., I6I. FAROHMEMEN, LBAKOETNID HESZSEEHRunl. Run2d L UPRund®
BEKOEFRFBIIBNTEETH S, ARLEKEBRAEBKIIBVTENRED SNV & FUKOHEILE
AKEDHBHENBNC L E2EETDHE, A2KEBOTRBINAZAEKOEEII. FASICHEETLSEMME
N, EHRBIZ L TEBIZTHD, TR INTIREKPIERET I I LERTHOTHLEEALN
5. 738, RUNSOFZBERIIBNT, MHMEBEESLIHEL TRESMEEELD, MDD, T3 -N—DEbHKE
<o TWBDIE, HXIEEERAFET2LOICHA L /zNegative Control OBBE LM ORun 2L TES
Bl EERTSHDTH S,

Fig. 5 (D~@WK =75 M EBRAEKOFHEMRBRRERT. AHARERIIBVL T, FASLEK
FIHEETHIEESORELZV. IHYVFENESAEMICL > THEL. welNOMRENERIZE<Lo
fro £, EHEREICI o THAZHERL S bESTHRNEI -2 LDIRETROE <, EEERBZHA
L7-BBI L2 EMNERICHETH -2, UL, Runl. Run2B XFRundDEEKIZBN T, EFREICS
FAERBICREESTHREOEI SEFEKOBEMUEAID RN EARETE L, ¥iT, A& T
BEROFRMOFEBIZEDARNEK EBRUBAKE OET, FHAEFARIIBVWTOBRETLZZENTER,S
7o

H#&E L TIRORE WA, LEAO—BKEEE (pH. BOD. COD. TOC. SS. ##%., U %) DWW TH
WITL TREZT> TW3E, AREBRONEAKOMICIZEERZIISH SNT, BEAMTELHROUBEENITK
FLAEERI R =bDEEZLZ LN S,
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IAVFEOEEBBRERIIDONT. AFACRERER C 2HICED, TOESEBIUVEHEMARKERE
Fig. 6(1)~(3) {Z;r9. Fig. 6%, AFOAMMIRZZ ) —XOEROBERBEZRL TWD., BHEAMRARICS
W35 mg/LEA £ TNegative Control & FBRENE Uk, EXAHEMARIIBN T, £ESTFERRII3
mg/LELE TNegative Control EHBRENRIETE. ERBESTFERRBLIUVERES FEREIZ3~10 mg/L
PA LIz TNegative Control & QEME U, MOTHEONFA L RERES TREAIDVTS, BEHC
OBE LRI, BEBIUEHERRROKI0 me/LOBEIZB T, Negative Control& OF B2 EABRH
AN, BB, FHEMBROSN. EEERREID BOCENWEE TNegative ControlE DENEU D Z &
MNEM oz, BEEROENSIT, EEMRRIIBN TR, 10 meg/LE L THREAROR FOMBE AL
THRTFHFBEEIN, £, #10~20 mg/LIZB0TwelDEIZRBAORMNELTVNEORA LN, ZHIUIHE
HARBRBRIIBLT LA SN, BT ROBAIDVTIE. AFACROBOIDIICTHAE (BEERM
ZHBWTI30 meg/L. AHAHREB TI220 mg/L) TNegative Control& OFBREMNBHE NS, /o, hF
AL FRORE EFBROBEEMNA SN, DLEO) BOFREL TREAOI N YFTILL BB L UENEE
FRBOBRLD., ARES TREANBREBAKICERIN LSS, LBKPCBRETL2ETEINIBE (W
0.05mg/L) IZBWTIZ, IHVFELRIEFTEEBIDNI EANREINE., ZTHS0ERT—5&D, &2 0D
BEAOEEBIUVEHAMARICBI 2B AEEHBE R RO E L Table 5ITRT.
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Table 5 IAYVFERBKICHBITIEREFOBAEEARE (me/L)

ARE S THEN  EREmERR FHEEAR
ERAETHRE ERESTHERE

NFAH Al 3 1 1
A2 3 1 1
A4 3 1 6
A5 8 7 12
A6 10 15 10
A7 5 1 5
C 3 1 1
E 10 1 10
w4 > %B2 20 10 10

Fig. 7 \Zh B #iRec-assay DRABF R (LCSOEDNABRBMEHIE) 257, /o, BERCERRLLELEZD
HEEOAHERMBEFe. 8IZRT. 2P, Fig. 8I280WT. FBREBRRTOLHFER (IHO¥EHE) 25T
Oy M LELS—N—0OmEL. BEINEERORKEER/MEIZRT. HUBEFABREIZB VL TRect
(MEHOBHAEHK) . Rec- MEROLTREK OLFROEHENERDDIIS0~100%DHENHTHD. TH
PAOERERIZBVWTIE. £FROFHEIBATHIORTHD., AFEBMERVED &3 RNW. 2ol &
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SRhVWEEIOSND, —H. TZUNTIRE/ T3, DNABEEEZRLE., LCAOMEIC L TRENEHOEE
ZEE->THED., MEFOTIUNT I ROBARENBEEI~2mg/gTHHI 05, BEFRBKPOT Y
U7 I RENBKR. HEFHORESREZXIETAIPETIIRNWBDEEISNS, £/2. 5 —HOFEEE
JRX—THDDAAIIDNTIE, REEHEL THBPIIRETSEEZASNDUTORENS100 mg/LEBA
LZEBREEITHHZAE. BELENBREDRE2E<BENEM 2.

Table 6 J1FF > RESERCOE LD DR FE B Rec-assayad K R

#e LC50Rec+  LC50Rec-  S-probit
(mg/L) (mg/L)
BERIC 1.67 1.31 0.216 (+)
WAk EC 1.28 0.849 0.356 (+)
TIOUINTEIR 28.0 14.3 0.583 (+)

DAFNTI)IFN  1.40~140 mg/L TEEHRELZL
7o UL—k (DAA)

LANMS NI S S B S

i
|
!
i

T T T

|
i
i
H
t
s
i

e 1

Concentration (mg/L)
Fig. 10 1 F4 > RBEFCOE > FHlEi s O HFRHR

DEosnTR. BRESEOHERHOFHRBROEREZRIANT. AF4 0 REEH C OBLLE TR
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