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COMPARISON OF RAILWAY AND BRT RECONSTRUCTION PLANS ABOUT
TSUNAMI-HIT RAILWAYS BY THE GREAT EAST JAPAN EARTHQUAKE

Takaya NAGAI

The railway lines of JR East, which were damaged by the tsunami caused by the Great East Japan Earth-
quake, are being considered for reconstruction plans on the premise of ensuring the safety of passengers
and being consistent with the regional reconstruction and community development plans.

In April 2020, After the reconstruction by railway and BRT were carried out, the Kesennuma Line and
Ofunato Line had a prospect for convenience improvement measures such as extension of dedicated bus-
ways and setting up new stations, these railway lines has been abolished. Today, 10 years after the disaster,
the reconstruction of the tsunami-hit railways has just been completed.

Therefore, in this study, | compared and verified the policy and idea of the reconstruction plan of JR East
and process of the reconstruction, and made a cross-sectional comparison between the railway and the BRT

reconstruction lines.

As a result, the superiority of BRT reconstruction was suggested from the viewpoints of ensuring safety
during tsunami evacuation of users, early reconstruction, consistency with town development plans, and
sustainable improvement of convenience. These could be used as knowledge for planning recovery plans

in the event of a future disaster.
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