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STUDY FOR EXPANDING APPLICATION OF MAINTENANCE-FREE
AT SWICH PLATE

Takanobu HIGASHIHARA

Switch plate is one of the important switch-material which assist smooth turning of tongue rail for
guiding vehicle properly. On the other hand, in JR-West, station operators execute putting grease on and
cleaning up switch plate on train interval. It is important for JR-West to leave putting grease on and
cleaning up off to improve the safety for them. Although JR-West has made “roller-bearing switch plate”
be standard to leave putting grease on and clearing up switch plate off, it is impossible to install it in some
switch types due to the figure between tongue rail and other materials. Therefore, JR-West has considered
to modify the figure of switch plate.
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