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A Study on a Sense of Stability of a Pillar Shape Employing an Optical Psychological Experiment

FHER*, AHET
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To understand how a person perceives a system of a structure by its
form could give designers ideas to make structures more understand-
able for everyone. The authors thought that a sense of stress and move-
ment was basis of perceiving the system and studied a cognitive pro-
cess by psychological experiments, that asked testees tojudge unstable—
ness of vertical pillar shape figures according to their proportion and
other characteristics. From the experiments and interview, the authors
made three hypotheses to connect a sense of stability and unstable-
ness with features of a form. Also, it was concluded that prototypes of
each person played an important role in understanding a structure.
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