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AESTHETIC DESIGN IN THE WIDENING OF MASONRY BRIDGES
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In France, there are many masonry bridges. Some of them have been widened in order to

attempt improve traffic function. Those widenings are considered not only architectural
design but also landscape design. Masonry bridges are on the unique position in Japanese
bridge history. Kumamoto Prefecture has about 250 masonry bridges, and about 100 out of
250 masonry bridges are widened. But many of them are taken makeshift measures. It is
anticipated that the widening of bridges will be more increase than the building of new

bridges.

In this paper, the widening conditions of masonry bridges in Kumamoto Pref and France
are investigated from an aesthetic point of view, and aesthetic design of the widening in

Japan is discussed.
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