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TENSION SOFTENING OF CONCRETE AND TESTING METHODS
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The tension softening behavior of concrete is now the main
subject in the field of Fracture Mechanics of Concrete.
Following the description of the fracture process zone formed
in front of a real crack, the tension softening parameters
such as the fracture energy and the tension softening curve
are explained. Models of the tension softening for numerical
applications are presented. Testing methods to determine

the fracture energy and the tension softening curves from
three point bending tests on notched beams are discussed,
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