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1. Introduction

Environmental problems due to city development may appear in different ways
depending upon the region's stage of economic development and urbanization. This
is because the stages of development result in differences in the generation
mechanism of environmental problems.

This paper aims at comparing the configurations of environmental problems in
Nagoya and Bangkok, including their causes and countermeasures and their results.
2. Stage of Urbanization and Economic Development

2.1 City Background

The city of Nagoya covers an area of 327.9 km2 with a population of 2.15
million . During the 1960's the major city's product was the product from
chemical and heavy industry. However the product has changed to major on
wholesale and retail trade since the 1970's.

Bangkok Metropolis is_located on both sides of the Chao Phraya River and
covers an area of 1567.8 kmz, with a population of 5.83 million. The Bangkok 's
major products are product from small scale industry and service.

2.2 The Stage of Urbanization
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3. Configuration of Environmental Problems and Their Causes

After the Second World War, Nagoya started to rebuilt the infrastructure
and develop the city's economy. Like other cities, due to the excessive
withdrawal of groundwater, Nagoya faced the land subsidence problem since 1950.
The air and water quality also began to deteriorate since the starting of
chemical and heavy industry and they became to be the major problems since the
beginning of the 1960's. However, the quality of the environment is improved
yearly since 1975.

In Bangkok, the quality of the
environment began to deteriorate since FIGURE 3 THE CYCLES OF URBANIZATION STAGES
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land subsidence problems occurred during
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Figure 4 shows the air quality in
Nagoya and Bangkok. At the end of the [Fona Countermeasure Yenr Result
1960's the major air pollutant in Nagoya [ g
was S0, which mainly came from indus- |~

- °
s @ & B B T m 8 &8s e 8

TABLE 1 MAJOR COUNTERMEASURES AND THEIR RESULTS
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had been solved in the short period. For

Bangkok, due to the rapidly urbanization, the problems occurred during
‘urbanization stage', which earlier than Nagoya and continue to present since
the infrastructure supply is still inadequate.
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