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Abstract

The object of this research is to prove the role of farmers’ community in maintenance of Tsujun Irrigation

Canal. In Shiraito plateau, people have been used the water from Tsujun Irrigation Canal for about 150

years. Particularly, by using the historical materials, hearing survey and field survey, three subjects are

researched; 1) the features of the irrigation canal from the point of view of farmers, 2) the transition of

management system for maintenance and 3) the features of the water using systems. As a result, it is

concluded that the system of Tsujun Irrigation Canal has been constructed by the farmers’ community, and
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the role of them are “observer”, “recorder” and “practitioner” in maintenance of the irrigation canal.
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