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A study on the plan technique of the road repair and contract bid system in the Meiji Era

—In a Case of new road construction in Nagano Prefecture —
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Abstract
During the first half of the Meiji Era, the raw silk industry developed in Nagano and the newly wheeled vehicles

such as horse carriages increased gradually. To accommodate such wheeled vehicle traffic, the construction of new

main roads were proposed, namely the construction plan of the seven new main highway lines were started in 1882

and the construction of another four main highways were started form 1888.

In 1883, traffic density was investigated before the start of the construction at Usui mountain pass of

Gunma prefectural boundary. And it was judged that reduction of the transport expense of several

years by the carriage was equivalent to road repair expense.

Nagano prefecture adopted competitive bidding

for a road construction work. Therefore the contract bid rule was made. It has been said that those rules were settled

after 1889 by the past. However, in this study, it developed that the contract bid rule was established from earlier.
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