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Rediscovery of Japan’s Dam Project Documentary Films Recorded in the 1950°s and the 1960°s
I R FAE BRI

by Koichi MABUCHI, Naoyuki KON, Sumie SHOJI

Abstract
The object of this paper is to provide some details of the rediscovery of Japan's dam
project documentary films. In the 1950's and 1960's, in response to Japan’s lack of electric
power generation capacity, which hindered economic growth, an intensive program of
hydroelectric power plant construction was undertaken. In fact, 15 dams over 100 meters in
height were constructed, including Sakuma (gravity dam), Kurobe (arch dam), Ikawa (hollow
gravity dam) and Miboro (rock-fill dam). At that time, electric power construction companies

or construction contractors commissioned film production companies to make documentary

films.

The results of this research show that at least 29 films are presented by these companies

or in museums. They are informative documents recording both the technical and human

aspects of these projects. We suggest that analyzing the films will enrich our understanding of

the development of Japan's dam technology led to the “economic miracle”.
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