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abstract

The purpose of paleostructurelogy is just to encompass all the bridges constructed in the

world. Its concept derives from paleontology which aims to illustrate all the extinct organisms

and to clarify the organic evolution. In the case of bridge, it is generally a remarkable engineer

or an innovative aspect on which we focus for historical research. However, according to

paleontology, it is the bridges consisted of a structure which is no longer employed today. The

authors named such bridges ‘paleostructure’ and named our research ‘paleostructurelogy’. It is

such bridges on which we should focus. For case study, eight suspension bridges (Seguin Type

Suspension Bridge) constructed on the Rhéne River in 1825-1830 are chosen. They have some

structures forgotten today while being well known of use of wire cable and stiffened deck.

Firstly, the details of their structure are described. Secondly, the origin of their structure is

analyzed from the viewpoint of design logic and bridge history. Finally, Seguin Type Bridge is

positioned not the start of modern bridge but the extension of stone bridge.
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