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Historical studies on the five stone-masonry bridges over the Kotsuki river

By HASEBA Ryozi

OKUDA Akira YOSHIHARA Susumu

ABSTRACT

The five stone-masonry arch bridges over the Kotsuki river in Kagoshima city were

constructed around 150 years ago and were in use till recently. But two of them were

washed out due to the record rainfall which fell in August 1993. Therefore it was

decided to carry out river conservation works and move the three remaining bridges

to a different place and preserve them there. This paper investigates the changing

conditions of the five stone-masonry arch bridges in relation to the variations in

social environment from a historical perspective. An attempt is made to understand

the cultural significance of present civil engineering structures. The procedure for

general agreement regarding the preservation and conservation of historical struc-

tures is also discussed.
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