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ABSTRACT

During the beginning of 1820’ s, French engineers got a strong interest in

suspension bridges, following the first American and British attempts. They

developed two original ways for the suspension bridge design. One was a large

theoretical study of suspension bridges, using the mathematical analysis of

the French school of physics on early 19th century. The other was an empirical

appreach based on an accurate understanding of the “Technical system” of France.

The Tournon suspension bridge,

over the Rhdne river, first gathered an impressive

fruits of innovation :hydraulic concrete for foundations, attempt to use

reinforced concrete, wire cable, trusses for the roadway framework. ..

It was

the rise of an European standard of construction.
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