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Substructure of Railway Bridges in Meiji Era—A historical Introduction

AN B

By Junichi KONISHI

Abstract
There are few papers or publishments on history of railway bridge

substructure in Japan, especially up to 1912(Meiji Era). The aim of the

present paper is to overview the substructures of that period

Various types of foundations used are discussed briefly based on a

register of railway bridges and tunnels in Japan issued in 1894 and

quantitative distribution of various types of foundations is analysed.

Structures and functions as well as connstruction methods of several

types of foundations which are now historic are described

Various types of piers and abutments are also discussed and photographs

of several examples of stil working substructures are shown
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