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On bridges classified French architectural heritages
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By Maki Yamashita and Ichiro Kobavashi

ABSTRACT
In France, 139 bridges and 30 Roman aqueducts are classified into
architectural heritages (Monuments historiques) by the national

governments, and more than 400 are classified by the regional
governments. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the process of

the classification and the present state of these historical bridges.

The following three points have been clarified; |)from the view point

of the preservation, the role of law is very important, 2)The

activities for the preservation by the regoinal governments are more

important than those of the national governments, 3)Not only to

citizens, but also to young bridge engineers, the classification of

modern historical bridges such as Freyssinet’'s Esbly bridge or

Eiffel’s Garabit viaduct promotesthe idea of preservation and the

respect of engineers.
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