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Akira Aoyame and his work in the Panama Canal
— Search from his remaining personal documents in the Panama Canal Comamission (PCC) ~—
by
K. Kagane
Abstract

A. Aoyama, the 23rd Cheirman of the Japan Society of Civil Engineers, was a well-known

civil engineer for his triumph with the Ohkouzu-bunsui at the Sinanogawa River in 1931. low-
ever his achievements during his Pansme Canal years were rarely recorded except for his essay
“Pansma Unga Ho lNanasi (A tale of the Pansma Canal)",

Buring my work in Panama over the passed two years, 1 lobbied for permission to view
his personal records from the PCC. How, I would like 1to introduce not only his extensive
works on the Canel but also his wvirtuous behaviour as seen through the eyes of the Isthmian
Canal Commission (ICC). Aoyama worked from 1904 to 1911 in IGC. At the beginning, he was put
in the hardest field survey team, and moreover yellow fever and malaria spread through work
force. Although he had gotten two close scrapes with deeth during the survey work, he stood
for the hardship.

Later ,he moved to the Cristobal and Gatun Division. He had always.done excellent work

been sppreciated and prosoted in every field. His seven years’ works in Psnama fostered his

virtuous personslity and excellent sbility (A Aoyems,Panama,Personal Record)
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1904 6/1 Rodman 75.80%/month
(Bohio Division:Trinidad Camp)
1805  3/1 Promoted 83.33%/month
5/1 Levelaan 100.008/month
11/1 (Transferred to Chagres Div.)
1806 7/15 Levelamen 125.008/=month
8/1 (Transferred to Cristobal Div.)
1807 4/1 Transitman 150.00%/month
8/t (Transferred to Gatun Div.)
1908 10/15 (Transferred to Office of Chief
Engincer)
11723 (Trensferred to Atlentic Div.)
Reduced Levelman 125.00%/month
1909  3/1 Transitean 150.008/month
1910 3/10 Drafltaan 150.008/month
9/1 Promoted 175.008/=onth
1912 1/9 Resigned
ot PeC AFRBLDY
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