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LCA Application Comparing the Eco-efficiency of Telemeetings and Face-to-face Meetings *

By Ryoko MORIMOTO ** = Naoki SHIBAHARA*** = Naoki GOTO **** - Hirokazu KATQ *****

Information and communication technology has the potential to reduce the negative environmental effects of

transportation activities. This study aims to investigate the possibility that telemeetings can reduce the load on the environment

and also improve eco-efficiency. A framework for evaluating such a load includes the telemeeting system, transportation, and

the rebound effect. It is found that telemeetings can indeed reduce environmental effects and improve eco-efficiency

compared with typical business meetings that involve long distance trips by Shinkansen or air transport. Furthermore, the
widespread use of telemeetings can bring about a change in the frequency of Shinkansen.
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